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Address 


Four score and seven years ago 
our fathers brought forth on 
this continent, a new nation, 
conceived in Liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition 
that all men are created equal. 
Now we are engaged in a great 
civil war, testing whether that 
nation, or any nation so conceived 
and so dedicated, can long endure. 
We are met on a great battle-field of 
that war. We have come to dedicate a 
portion of that field, as a final resting 
place for those who here gave their lives 
that that nation might live. It is altogether 
fitting and proper that we should do this. 
But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate — we 
can not consecrate — we can not hallow - this 
ground. The brave men, living and dead, who 
struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our 
poor power to add or detract. The world will little 
note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can 
never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, 
rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work 
which they who fought here have thus far so nobly 
advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to 
the great task remaining before us — that from these 
honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause 
for which they gave the last full measure of devotion — 
that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not 
have died in vain — that this nation, under 

God, shall have a new birth of freedom DANIEL DAY-LEWIS 

— and that government of the people, 

by the people, for the people, shall L | N C O L 


not perish from the earth. 


Abraham Lincoln 
Gettysburg, 19 November 1863 


Leonard Zeskind writes : 
about Lincoln page 28 os NOVEMBER 


A One Day Conference at the 
University of Northampton 


28 June 2013 at the Sunley Conference Centre, Park Campus ~~ 


With the relative decline in the British 
National Party, the impact of organisa- 
tions such as the English Defence 
League and its violent splinters, and 
attempts to recast far right electoral 
politics via ventures including the Brit- 
ish Democratic Party, Britain’s extreme 
nationalists are at a crossroads. The 
purpose of this event is to explore the 
nature of this evolution, as well as to 
reflect on previous transition points 
and the past fortunes of the British far 
right since 1945. 


Confirmed Speakers Include: 
- Dr Martin Durham, Wolverhampton University 
- Daniel Trilling, author Bloody Nasty People 


- Professor Nigel Copsey & 
Dr Matthew Feldman, Teesside University 


- Fiyaz Mughal OBE, Faith Matters 

- William Baldet, Leicestershire PREVENT 

- Gerry Gable, Searchlight 

- Dr Stephen Woodbridge, Kingston University 
- Sarah Soyei, Show Racism the Red Card 


- Dr Paul Jackson, University of Northampton 


To register contact Karin Ferngren karin.ferngren@northampton.ac.uk 


Further details please contact Dr Paul Jackson 
at paul.jackson@northampton.ac.uk 
or log onto www.radicalism-new-media.org 


F- THE UNIVERSITY OF 


NORTHAMPTON 


Transforming lives, inspiring change 
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Editorial 


WE ARE IN A TIME OF STRUGGLE 


By Gerry Gable 


THIS COUNTRY’S DEMOCRACY is being 
assailed from many directions. If the 
response so far is anything to judge by, 
it will be a tough fight but one we can 
win if we build on the growing number 
of groups and individuals prepared to 
fight back. 

It might be easier if we had a clear run 
at the traditional enemies — the fascists 
and racists — to fight them nationally and, 
in the case of Greece and some other 
European countries, internationally. 
However there are detractors who claim 
to be part of the struggle, but try to 
weaken the No Platform for fascists 
and racists policy and choose to tilt at 
windmills such as the failing British 
National Party, while ignoring some of 
the greater threats. 

These people remain uncritical on a 
broader political front where democracy 
is being threatened by means of the 
assault on the criminal justice system 
ranging from judges, the courts, the 
probation and prison services as well as 
the chaotic election of police 
commissioners, and attempts to 
undermine, if not remove, human rights 
laws and international treaties. Then 
again, would the detractors be willing 
to bite the various hands that feed them? 
History and common sense will deal with 
them as what they attempt to put 
forward does not hold up in the light 
of the real struggle. 

Searchlight through its forensic 
intelligence work and analysis as well as 
its long-time experience has been able to 
give early warning of enemy intentions 
and, even in cases where they have tried 
to jump the gun on us, have rushed in 


like firefighters to accurately identify 
who they are and what they are 
attempting to do. 

New problems arise as well as some 
old ones such as the openly Nazi music 
scene, which has resumed activity. Anti- 
fascists succeeded in stopping a Nazi gig 
booked for the afternoon and evening of 
16 February at the Boleyn Tavern in 
Newham, east London, but failed to 
follow through because of a lack of 
discipline on the part of the 
movement, so the Nazis got away with 
a rescheduled gig that evening near 
Epping in Essex. Lessons must be learned 
from hiccups such as this and we 
sincerely hope they will. 

It would be a serious error on our part 
to think that the low turnouts by the 
English Defence League in recent months 
are an indication of its collapse. The 
problem has not gone away and those 
who have splintered off to form smaller 
but even more violent groups are turning 
up all over the place. 

One urgent problem is to gather solid 
information about extremist Poles and 
Hungarians operating among migrant 
workers and students in this country. We 
are seeing them turn up with increased 
frequency and will certainly need the 
cooperation of the trade unions to deal 
with this. | would appeal to anti-fascist 
Poles and Hungarians living in this 
country to come forward with solid 
information on the methods their 
homespun Nazis are using to recruit in 
the UK. 

Searchlight stands ready and able to 
use its experience to help in the battle 
for this country. 


This issue has been delayed because of the volume of intelligence being received. 
We will post more frequent updates on our website as well as some features. 


The next issue will appear in April. 
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Searchlight’s veteran intelligence operative Ray Mount reports 
from the launch meeting of the British Democratic Party 


JUST 59 PEOPLE ATTENDED the 
launch meeting of the British 
Democratic Party near Leicester on 9 
February. The turnout must have been 
a disappointment to its steering 
committee who held a series of 
regional meetings late last year to 
build support for the national launch 
at Queniborough Village Hall. They 
are hoping it will replace the British 
National Party, which Andrew Brons 
MEP, the BDP's president, claimed was 
in terminal decline. 

In particular, the number was well 
down on the 150 to 170 people who 
attended Brons's BNP Ideas 
conference at the same venue on 22 
October 2011 and called on him to 
form a new party. Brons maintained 
then that the time was not right, that 
there was not enough momentum for 
a new party. Some might question 
whether anything has changed. 

The BDP will supposedly be different 
from the myriad other parties and 
groupuscules on the far right, but one 
feature it shares is the paucity of 
women: only eight at the meeting. 

The platform backdrop was 
bedecked with the Union Flag and 
cheap-quality national flags: Cross of 
St George, Saltire, Welsh Dragon, but 
no sign of the Red Hand of Ulster. The 
BNP never managed to achieve 
anything in Northern Ireland other 
than to put a local printer out of 
business by not paying its bills. 
Perhaps the BDP knows which side its 
bread is definitely not buttered. 

The new party's literature was also 
produced on the cheap: three A5 
leaflets which all essentially said stop 
immigration in different ways, an A4 
join-up-and-donate form and a 
detailed policy statement on a twice- 
folded A3 sheet, all to be found on 
the BDP’s stall. 

There were two other stalls. One on 
behalf of the A K Chesterton Trust 


was run by Jeremy “Jez” Bedford- 
Turner, organiser of the lona London 
Forum (see pages 12-13). The Trust 
publishes Candour, which it describes 
as Britain's longest running nationalist 
magazine — in print since 1953. 

The other stall was run by Liam 
Haines-Kernaghan, a former 
longstanding BNP activist who joined 
the party aged 18 in 1983, shortly 
after its foundation. Kernaghan runs a 
giftware business in Bradford and has 
more recently been active in the tiny 
Democratic Nationalists, which hardly 
spread outside Bradford and has now 
folded itself into the BDP. 

The meeting started around 11.00am 
and the morning was devoted to 
members of the steering committee 
explaining why they were convinced of 
the need for a new party, something 
one might think could have been taken 
as read by this stage. 

The ten-strong steering committee is 
self-appointed, to be replaced in 2014 
by an elected ten-strong national council 
once the party's members know each 
other, something that was one of the 
purposes of the launch meeting. Nine 
were present, the absentee being John 
Bean, a veteran nationalist who has 
described himself as “the British Joseph 
Goebbels” and whom Brons called the 
grandfather of British nationalism in a 
summary of the meeting on his 
Nationalist Unity website. 

Bean, 86, was active in Oswald 
Mosley's Union Movement in the 
early 1950s and held leading positions 
successively in the League of Empire 
Loyalists, the National Labour Party, 
the 1960s version of the British 
National Party and the National Front 
from 1967, which he co-founded. 
After moving into the present BNP he 
edited its now-defunct quarterly 
theoretical magazine /dentity until 
2010. He was imprisoned in the 1960s 
for his far-right activities. 


Notwithstanding his trajectory 
through the history of British fascism, 
Bean denies being a Nazi, 
commenting on the Mirror website on 
11 February: “If | had sympathies for 
Nazism | would not have volunteered 
for RAF aircrew in March 1945. | may 
be an ancient pensoner [sic], bupt [sic] 
not a ‘Nazi’ one.” 

Brons excused his “honourable” 
absence on grounds of age but stated 
that he plays an active part in email 
discussion with other members. 

Brons himself is the party's 
president. Named positions are held 
by Kevin Scott (chairman), Adrian 
Davies (treasurer) and Ken Booth 
(national nominating officer). The 
others on the committee are Dr James 
Lewthwaite, Brian Mahoney, Andrew 
Moffat, Kevan Stafford, Sam Swerling 
and John Walker. All except Davies are 
former BNP members, and of those, 
all except Swerling were BNP officers. 

Roger Bennett, not in attendance, 
was mooted as a potential 11th 
committee member. Bennett, a former 
Somerset BNP officer, was the founder 
and chairman of the Brent Group, an 
early forerunner of the BDP formed in 
2010 to keep “British Nationalists 
together after the failure of the BNP”. 
He then joined the British Freedom 
Party, now linked to the English 
Defence League but barely operational 
since it failed to renew its registration 
with the Electoral Commission and was 
struck off on 11 December 2012, 
swiftly followed by the resignation of 
its leader Paul Weston. 

Throughout the six-hour meeting 
speakers made frequent references to 
“the previous party” — the BNP — and 
its leader Nick Griffin, words that were 
deemed unmentionable in all 
contributions from the floor. Anyone 
breaking the rule had to contribute 
10p into a glass “swear box". Brons 
deposited £20 in the pot at the 
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beginning of his address in 
anticipation of uttering the 
aforementioned “swear words". 
Proceedings were opened by Kevin 
Scott, the founder in 2006 and director 
— and probably the only member — of 
Civil Liberty, a nationalist civil rights 
organisation, and until 2006 the North 
East regional organiser of the BNP, 
which he joined in 1983 as a teenager. 
Scott told the audience that the BDP 
aims to be a broad church from the 
Conservative right, UK Independence 
Party, National Front and even old 
Labour, saying “we must form a union 


with all other nationalists”. He 
expressed a hope that those 150-170 
people who attended the BNP Ideas 
conference in October 2011 and were 
no longer active were not lost to 
nationalism for good. 

This party belongs to you the 
membership, he said. We have a plan to 
win back the nationalist movement as 
the premier nationalist party in Britain. In 
a remark directed at Griffin, he stated 
that the BDP would only be run for the 
benefit of its members and not for 
money grabbers. The party has no 
salaried staff but a paid employee is likely 


British Democratic Party National Launch 


Meeting Chairman - Kevin Scott 


Agenda - Constitution and Financial - Activism and Elections - Ideology and 


Policy 


Approximate start 11am 


"Why we need a new party!" 


Speakers - 5 minutes each 


1. Adrian Davies 


2. Andrew Moffat 


3. Sam Swerling 


4. Jim Lewthwaithe or Kevan Stafford 


5. Andrew Brons 


Discussion 


Break for Lunch 1.00pm 


Resume 2.00pm 


Speakers (15 minutes each) 


1. Adrian Davies - Constitutional and Financial 


2. Andrew Brons - Policy and Ideology 


3. Ken Booth - Administration 


4. Brian Mahoney - Elections and Activism 


Discussion 


Closing remarks - Kevin Scott 
End meeting 5.30/6.00pm 
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when the party reaches 1,000 members. 

Scott, who was convicted of assault 
in 1987 and of threatening words and 
behaviour in 1993, asked that we at 
Searchlight update our content to 
include the launch of the BDP — happy 
to oblige with this article. But the main 
enemy for him was clearly the BNP. He 
explained that the meeting's 
organisers had arranged rendezvous 
points for those attending, rather than 
announcing the venue publicly, not so 
much because of any threat from anti- 
fascists but because of the risk of the 
BNP scuppering the meeting or 
sabotaging the premises. 

He ended by announcing that the 
BDP would hold further regional 
meetings following those in 
Newcastle, Rotherham and Wigan at 
the end of 2012. A London meeting is 
expected in March and a general 
meeting in July. 

Andrew Brons, who was elected as 
a BNP MEP for Yorkshire and the 
Humber in 2009 but now sits as an 
independent, paid tribute to Peter 
Phillips's role in establishing the BDP, 
saying Phillips had set the ball rolling to 
launch a new party. In fact Phillips had 
registered a different party in November 
2011, True Brits, which Brons had been 
hoping to use as his new vehicle, until 
Phillips walked out suddenly at the 
beginning of last November. 

Joking that Nick Lowles, former 
editor of Searchlight and chief 
executive of Hope Not Hate, had 
received an invitation to attend the 
launch meeting, he said it was a 
different Nick — Griffin - who had 
successfully destroyed British 
nationalism today. 

What is our purpose, he asked. The 
alternative is too dire to contemplate. 
The rump BNP is past recovery. It is in 
terminal decline. Patrick Harrington 
[Griffin's long-time comrade who 
works for the BNP] is trying to stop a 
nationalist party replacing the BNP. 
What are the alternatives? 

Answering his question, he said that 
the British Freedom Party had been 
deregistered by the Electoral 
Commission and Britain First had 
disappeared — untrue. Turning to the 
English Democrats (EDP) he said its 
former BNP members, such as Chris 
Beverley, Andy Kershaw and Eddy 
Butler, were thoroughly decent people 
but it fosters multiracialism even more 
enthusiastically than UKIP, in other 
words it is not racist enough. 


Tellingly, he said the National Front 
was ideologically sound but 
unfortunately had an approach that 
“those who are not with us are against 
us". The tiny, ideologically sound NF, a 
shadow of what it was in the 1970s, 
believes in “repatriation” of non-white 
people, wants women to have children 
rather than a career, would introduce 
the death penalty and birching, wants 
police to stop and search people 
because they are black, and would seal 
the border between Northern Ireland 
and the Irish Republic. 

The BDP, said Brons, is the only 
answer. Can we make it work? All the 
people of talent in the BNP have left. 
We must start from the ground floor 


Slough. 


of our children of their country. 


One of the new party's anti-immigration leaflets 


WE MUST BE MAD, LITERALLY MAD 


The 2011 Census confirmed what 
many already suspected, that we, 
the native British, are a minority 

in our own capital city. 


Whereas the media briefly alluded to the incredible fact that the 
"White British" are now a minority in London, a metropolitan 

area with a population greater than countries such as Denmark, 
Switzerland and Norway. it omitted to mention that we are 
also now a minority group in the former English towns of Leicester, Luton and 


What the duplicitous controlled media have also failed to mention is that within 
five to ten years native Britons will become minorities in Birmingham, Manches- 
ter and at Jeast half a dozen other towns and cities. 


Indeed, according to demographic experts, the native British - in particular 
the English - will be a minority in their own land by around 2060. 


In other words our children and grandchildren are being 
colonised into oblivion and, within the span of a mere two | 
generations, won't have a country to call their own. The 
truth of this can be seen today in schools throughout Lon- | 
don and huge swathes of urban Britain where native British 
children are minorities in their own classrooms. 
Enoch Powell, speaking in Birmingham in 1968 on the sub- | 
ject of immigration, said: “We must be mad, literally mad”. 
Enoch was right! Immigration should have ceased in 1968 | 
But it doesn't have to be this way. 
The threat posed by immigration to our homeland can be 
neutralised: there is still time to reverse the dispossession | 


“It is like watching a 
y hel hi db 5: mee * | nation building its 
ou can help turn things around by supporting or joining | ‘own toneral tere.” 
the British Democratic Party. 
Stop All Further immigration Now! 


upwards and not contest every 
parliamentary by-election. We must 
contest carefully selected local council 
seats with well known candidates, 
leaflet and get good results. We will 
have estimable efforts at the local 
level. Then we attract publicity, first by 
nationalists and then by others. The 
BNP became significant but is ending 
with a whimper, not a bang. The BDP 
will do the opposite. 

Discussing proportional 
representation Brons said PR would 
help us get a foothold initially but 
would prevent us from ever achieving 
power on our own. He cited the 
example of the Freedom Party of 
Austria (FPO) which has only ever 


ar 


| 


| 


a& 


| Enoch Powell 


been part of a coalition government. 
The issue is close to Brons’s heart as it 
was a form of PR that got him and 
Griffin elected to the European 
Parliament in 2009. 

Turning to the party's policy and 
ideology, he tried to distinguish 
between the two concepts, saying 
that ideology was the party's political 
philosophy and principles, upon which 
its policy - “the here and now” — 
was based. “Ideology educates our 
membership to win over recruits who 
have been subject to brainwashing”. 
He may be alone in drawing that 
distinction: the party's “policy 
statement” is a mishmash of ideology 
and policies. 

As with any far-right party, the most 
important issue is immigration. On this 
he at least explained honestly to the 
audience why the party was not going 
to be honest to the public: the BDP 
will understate its policy on 
immigration because people are 
squeamish. We will win people over 
by playing down our policy. 

But what is sauce for the goose is 
not sauce for the gander. Pointing out 
that some of nationalism's best people 
have gone to the EDP, he complained 
that the EDP is saying one thing but 
believing another on immigration. 

Adrian Davies, a barrister who 
registered the BDP with the Electoral 
Commission on 23 May 2011, told the 
audience that his motivation was to 
save the British people from 
themselves. In his view there was no 
objective reason not to have a large 
successful, credible, established party 
like the Front National (FN) in France. 
British nationalism has been reduced 
to a sick joke. There will be no elected 
nationalist representatives at local 
level in 2014, he said. 

Davies, who is in financial straits as 
a result of complicated litigation over 
the will of his late brother Owen Davies, 
has founded a party before. The 
Freedom Party, formed in 2000, went 
nowhere and petered out in 2006. 
Davies has also been prominent on the 
Tory right on the council of 
the Conservative Monday Club and the 
executive committee of Tory Action, and 
was secretary of the right-wing pressure 
group, the London Swinton Circle. 

His bugbear was people who seek 
respectability, such as UKIP. Nigel 
Farage, UKIP’s leader, has never gone 
outside the parameters of debate, said 
Davies. We should not go the same 
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road. We are opposed to the whole 
establishment philosophy of liberalism 
and respectability. UKIP will do very 
well in the 2014 European elections. 
However, its contradictions will 
adversely affect it and David Cameron 
could shoot its fox in relation to an in- 
out referendum on Britain's continued 
membership of the EU. He similarly 
wrote off Robin Tilbrook of the EDP 
for seeking respectability. 

He was less enamoured than Brons 
with the NF, saying he did not wish to 
see a youth wing such as the Young 
NF which published a Bulldog 
newspaper in the 1970s, listing “a 
league of football hooligan louts” for 
its followers. He also wrote off the 
EDL, complaining that it would not 
challenge the establishment principles 
and takes coked-up, lager louts to 
demonstrations outside Westminster. 

We need to create a party that 
challenges the core principles of 
the establishment, added Davies. It 
is important how we conduct 
ourselves and behave as the public 
face of the movement. There is no 
other way ahead. 

Following on from Brons's words 
about downplaying the immigration 
issue, Davies said membership of the 
BDP was open to all without regard to 
ethnicity, acknowledging that some 
will not like it. But he expected that 
90% of BDP members would come 
from the BNP. Not too many non- 
whites expected then. 

He promised that the BDP's 
website, which is currently being 
redirected to the Nationalist Unity 
Forum's site, would be launched 
within a week or two of the meeting. 
At the time of writing, the redirection 
remains in place. 

Turning to the party's constitution, 
which he had drafted, he explained 
that the BDP was not going to be a 
BNP mark two. The way the BNP has 
been run over recent years has been 
staggering beyond belief, he said. The 
BDP would be a completely 
democratic party, both at the macro 
and the micro level. It will grow slowly 
and change society slowly. It will be 
internally democratic. The 
Constitution is thoroughly democratic, 
efficient and will guard against the 
worst financial abuses. 

Referring to an often contentious 
issue in the BNP, he explained that 
members will select a panel to choose 
the party's Disciplinary Committee. 
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The Constitution provides for a 
method to expel people whose 
behaviour has become politically 
unacceptable but the executive cannot 
expel people because they have said 
something the executive does not 
want to hear or advocated policies it 
disagrees with. 

He outlined the timetable for the 
election to the party's national council 
to replace the non-democratic steering 
committee. Nominations would open 
in June 2014, with voting in July, 
counting in August and assumption of 
office on 1 September 2014. All 
members will have voting rights. 

The chairman will be initially elected 
by the National Council, though some 
people wanted direct election of the 
chairman by the membership. Davies 
pointed out that the Constitution can 
be changed by a special majority of 
two-thirds of those BDP members 
attending the AGM. In his view there 
is no risk of a dilution of the party's 
membership, a problem that has 
provided the excuse for all sorts of 
restrictions in the BNP's constitution. 

A lengthy debate ensued on 
whether to accelerate the elections to 
the National Council from 2014 to 
autumn 2013, but it was decided to 
stick to the 2014 timetable. 

Turning to the subject of his own 
role as BDP treasurer, he pronounced 
that the BNP's set of accounts were 
extraordinary and stagger belief. 
Under the BDP constitution the salary 
of any future employee of the party 
will be publicised in the accounts. 

Although legally the auditor of party 
accounts is responsible to the 
treasurer, the BDP made a point of 
stating that its accounts will be 
audited on behalf of the membership 
by a party member outside the 
steering committee. It is unlikely that 
will make much difference. 

Ken Booth, who took over from 
Scott as North East regional organiser 
of the BNP, until 2010, recognised that 
the BDP would find the going hard in 
the shadow of UKIP, which the media 
have overblown and promoted. 

He wants to build a party that 
belongs to its members, starting with 
the organisational structure at 
grassroots level. UKIP have a limited 
shelf life of 4-5 years, he said. We 
must fill the void after UKIP doesn't 
have a reason to exist after the 
collapse of the euro or Britain's 
withdrawal from the EU. 


The focus is on winning hearts and 
minds, he added. All our literature 
depicts mass immigration as the cause 
of the problems in our country e.g. 
housing. We will be a volunteer-led 
grassroots party. 

Booth appealed for help from 
graphic designers and website 
designers in the party. 

Next up was Brian Mahoney, a 
former BNP organiser for Wales. He 
too was keen on the grass roots, 
promising that the party would build 
firm and solid foundations. We are 
going to build a movement never seen 
before in this country. It will be a 
locally-based grassroots party built up 
from below. 

He added that no one voted for the 
social engineering project, the 
diminution of our constitutional rights 
and Marxist political correctness. 

Then came Andrew Moffat, 
another man with a long history on 
the far right. A member of the young 
NF in the 1970s, he stood as a 
candidate for UKIP in the general 
elections of 2001 and 2005 and for the 
BNP in 2010. He worked for a period 
on the BNP's staff in the European 
Parliament, but denied being a former 
political secretary to David Irving, the 
Holocaust revisionist writer. 

Like Scott and Brons, he mentioned 
Searchlight, which he accused of 
getting into a frenzy over the 
establishment of the new party. 
Wrong: we are gathering intelligence 
on the BDP and are confident that 
antifascists will defeat it like they have 
all the other far-right parties that have 
raised their ugly heads in Britain. 

As for his links with Irving, who was 
it who campaigned to get Moffat 
reinstated when he was required to 
leave his Army regiment in Scotland? 

Moffat told the audience there is 
anxiety afflicting our people who have 
nowhere to turn. What do we do? 
The leaders of UKIP are politically 
correct, spineless cowards. There is a 
huge divide between the membership 
and leadership in UKIP. 

Describing Griffin as a clown, he 
said that in the public sector he would 
have been turfed out. Exaggerating 
somewhat, he said the BNP has lost 
85-90% of its activists, regional and 
branch officials and membership. All 
representatives coming up for re- 
election have failed. It is now 
continuously being beaten by UKIP. Its 
party magazine has closed, its website 


is pretty illiterate and its accounts lack 
transparency — perhaps not surprising 
since its leader was once bankrupt. 
The BNP had 14,500 members at its 
peak in 2009. It has ignored and failed 
to use the best talent it had: IT 
experts, graphic designers, salesmen 
and professionals such as accountants. 
Its leader has continued to surround 
himself with ne'er-do-wells, nitwits, 
numbsculls, halfwits, many with 
criminal convictions. 

The combined enemies of the 
nationalist movement in this country 
could not have done what the leader 
[Griffin] has done in the last three years 
to break the movement that had so 
much potential, he continued. We are 
trustees of the future unborn 
generation and those who came before 
us. We have no right to do nothing. 
The BNP is going nowhere. If necessary 
we can go to prison for what we 
believe in. This is to do with love of our 
own traditions, culture, heritage and 
our own people, he concluded. 

He was followed by Sam 
Swerling, who also uses the name 
Peter Strudwick and was chairman 
of the Conservative Monday Club 


from 1980 to 1982 and a former 
member of the League of Empire 
Loyalists and the BNP. 

Swerling said there is a need for 
ideology in politics. There is a lack of 
conviction, purpose and sentiment in 
mainstream parties. We have a real 
opportunity. We must develop policies 
based on sound principles. 

He called for the repeal of the 
European Communities Act 1972 and 
restoration of the power of this 
country to govern ourselves. 

The BDP needed a clear-cut policy on 
immigration, he said, as if it needed to 
be said to that audience. 

A government should put its own 
people first. Maybe we need to move 
beyond the party's current immigration 
policy. We must make immigration one 
of the main planks in our new party. 
Statistics show that a disproportionate 
number of non-white people were 
involved in the English rioting in August 
2011. He pointed out that the 1971 
Immigration Act included a policy of 
voluntary-assisted repatriation. 

In his view UKIP would not advance 
more than it has already. He 
condemned it as an internationalist, 


free market and globalist party. 

The BDP must attract people with a 
less economic liberal view of politics. 
We need people from the left as much 
as people from the right. Nationalists 
draw our strength from across the 
political spectrum. Swerling also 
wanted to see the renationalisation of 
the railways and the public utilities 
returned to public ownership. 

We must reassert a moral 
imperative, he emphasised. Marriage 
is between a man and a woman. 
There is no mandate for gay marriage. 
As the demographer David Coleman 
at Oxford University has predicted, 
this country in 20-30 years will be 
changed so greatly and be 
unrecognisable except in 
countryside/rural areas. 

We can borrow a lot from the left, 
from the right and the hard centre. We 
must fight for the soul of this country 
which we hold so dear, he concluded. 

The final steering committee speaker 
was Kevan Stafford, former 
organiser of the BNP’s Charnwood 
branch and a Labour Party member 
until 1999. In his view the existing 
nationalist parties are not fit for 


Protecting and preserving the distinctive 
identity of the British Nation. 


Protecting the independence and political and 
territorial integrity of the United Kingdom. 


Protecting the material and social interests of 


The party believes firmly in the principles of repre- 

sentative democracy, embracing acceptance of the 
widest possible participation by its members in the 

party’s activities. 


We assert that our growth and development can 


therefore best be achieved by a “grassroots” rather 
than a “top-down” approach. With elected mem- 
bers serving the membership while carrying out 
their elected role to the best of their ability and 
through the promotion of local activism on the 
widest possible scale in all regions of our country. 


The party will be run by willing volunteers in the 
initial stages, with only pre-agreed legitimate 
expense payments being made where warranted. 
Keeping the overhead costs to a minimum will 
allow more to be spent on front-line campaigning. 
As the party grows it may be necessary to review 
the staffing arrangements. 


It's cheaper to join the BDP than the BNP 


the British people. 


Membership of the British Democratic Party runs from 1st 
January to the 31st December. People joining after 1st 
October will be accredited with the following year’s mem- 
bership. All memberships except Friend/Associate give 
voting rights. Full members will receive a monthly bulletin. 


Membership Rates 


Family £40 - You can add all family members over the 
age of 16 living at that address. Please enter their details 
on the rear of the membership form. Only one issue of the 
regular bulletin will be sent out to the nominal head of the 
family membership. 

Full Membership £25 

Concession £15 - The concessionary rate only applies to 
OAPs, Students, people claiming Job Seekers Allowance, 
Sickness Benefit and Income Support. Proof of entitle- 
ment will be asked for. 

Friend/Associate £10 - Will receive the E Bulletin and 
only two postal mailings from central party per annum. 
They will also receive text, email communications and 
invitations from their region and nearest branch. 


Note: Please contact us for overseas membership rates. 
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purpose. Ethno-nationalist parties, by 
which he meant the BNP, NF and the 
Democratic Nationalists, are anti- 
immigration, whereas civic nationalist 
parties — the EDP, British Freedom 
Party, EDL and UKIP — favour 
accepting immigrants. 

Stafford favoured ethno-nationalism. 
Ethnicity is worth preserving, he said. It 
would be diluted by the civic 
nationalist parties. We are all becoming 
coffee-coloured. This is not a good 
thing from a conservation point of 
view. We must conserve our ethnicity 
just as preserving the countryside. 

The issue of Holocaust denial, always 
present in such gatherings, surfaced in 
his speech. The BNP's use of the term 
“Holohoax" offended potential 
supporters, he said. The accusation of 
racism is nationalism’'s Achilles heel 
which holds nationalism back. It leads 
to accusations of extremism, fascism 
and neo-Nazism. A majority of people 
support the two main planks of 
nationalism: withdrawal from the EU 
and anti-immigration. 

He confirmed what Searchlight has 
said from the start, that the differences 
between Brons's supporters and the 
BNP are not ideological. There is not 
much wrong with the policies of the 
BNP, he said, it is how they are put over 
to the public. We need a party that is 
respectable and doesn't cause offence. 
In light of the BDP supporters’ pasts, it 
is unclear how they will manage that. 


Andrew Brons 


The audience included many well 
known former BNP supporters and 
other racists, among them: 

Robert Baggs, former secretary of 
West Yorkshire NF, former BNP South 
West regional organiser and former 
chairman of the English Democrats 
Wiltshire branch. 

Richard Barnbrook, the notorious 
former BNP member of the London 
Assembly. 

Emmerson Collier, a Birmingham 
University student, former BNP 
activist, Director of Communications 
of the National Culturists and co- 
ordinator of the Young Patriots 
League, youth wing of Britain First. 

Richard Edmonds veteran senior 
officer and activist in the NF and BNP, 
editor during the 1980s of the 
antisemitic Holocaust News. Edmonds 
has been active in the formation of the 
BDP but is not on the steering 
committee and stood for the NF in the 
Croydon North by-election last 
November. He told the meeting that 
there was an absolute vital need for a 
new party to replace the BNP. We 
must put the past behind. Two 
qualities are needed: confidence in 
yourselves and commitment. You will 
inherit where we were three years ago. 

Frank Forte, who said he came 
from the “Islamic Republic of 
Waltham Forest" and that history was 
being made because for the first time 
we have an honest nationalist party. 


Julian Leppert, former BNP 
councillor in the London Borough of 
Redbridge, whose appointment as 
BDP London organiser was announced 
soon after the meeting. 

Matt Tait, former BNP 
Buckinghamshire organiser and 
participant in American Renaissance 
conferences, who wanted to set goals 
for what they have achieved by the 
next meeting. 

Also present were Rosalind Gauci, 
former BNP Tameside organiser, the 
veteran NF activist Bob Gertner, 
Ray Heath, Edward Holmes, Bert 
Leech, Robert Page, Peter 
Phillips, David Preston, Gary 
Pudsey, David Owen, who intends 
to contest the Doncaster mayoral 
election in May, Peter Rushton of 
Heritage and Destiny, Steven Smith 
of the England First Party and former 
Burnley BNP organiser, Barry Taylor, 
former BNP treasurer John Walker, 
Roy West and Ivan Winters, 
secretary of the Democratic 
Nationalists. 

According to Brons, a collection 
raised £318.34 which paid for the 
£152 to hire the hall and £70.17 for 
refreshments. A further donor gave 
£1,000 to subsidise party leaflets. 

Several people joined on the day 
and others have joined since. Several 
expressed support on the Nationalist 
Unity Forum, apologising for being 
unable to attend. 


Andrew Brons MEP, the president and figurehead of the British Democratic Party. has a long history on the far right. 
Now aged 65, he joined Colin Jordan's National Socialist Movement aged 17. In 1965 he wrote in a letter to Jordan's 
wife, Francoise Dior, that he felt the NSM's campaign of arson against Jewish property and synagogues at the time 
was “well intentioned” but was concerned that the party's public image might suffer. The same year he sent Dior 
money “for a badge (black swastika etc.) and ... for a copy of the Horst Wessel song”. 

Brons then joined John Bean's British National Party and followed it into the National Front in 1967. He became 


chairman of the NF in Yorkshire and joined the NF national directorate in 1974. 


After John Tyndall, the NF leader, departed in 1980 Brons took over the declining party's chairmanship. 
He resigned in 1984 reportedly because he was terrified at the increasingly violent and illegal activities of the 
Strasserites who had taken over the party. 
In June 1984 Brons was convicted of behaviour likely to cause a breach of the peace. He and a fellow NF member 
Paul Vessey were arrested in Leeds whilst selling papers in a shopping centre. They were 


heard shouting slogans like “Death to Jews", “White Power" and “National Front”. When 
approached by PC John Raj, Brons stated: “inferior beings like yourself probably do not 


understand the principle of free speech.” 


Brons was on the opposite side to Nick Griffin in the NF split of 1986, joining lan 
Anderson and Martin Wingfield in the so-called Flag Group after the party's newspaper 
The Flag. He disappeared off the scene for many years but joined the BNP in 2005 and 


became editor of its quarterly journal /dentity. 
He resigned from the BNP in October 2012 after a long dispute with Griffin. 
Brons has lived in Harrogate since the age of 11 and lectured in A Level law, 


government and politics at Harrogate College from 1970 until his retirement in 2005. 
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Home news 


Dead aber 


By Sonia Gable 


“FIGHT ON AFTER YOU'VE GONE" is the title of the latest 
British National Party fundraising campaign. Targeted at the 
party's ageing membership it is a plea to get them to leave a 
bequest to the party in their will. 

The appeal focuses on a man called James Connolly who 
died last September aged 82 and left what Clive Jefferson, 
the BNP treasurer, described as a “substantial bequest”. 
Apparently Connolly, who joined the BNP in 1991 and lived 
in Newquay, counted among his prized possessions a 
signed photograph of the BNP leader Nick Griffin. 

The substantial bequest was no doubt why Connolly's 
family and friends, if he had any, had to put up with not 
only Griffin at his funeral but also the BNP’s fake reverend, 
Robert West “officiating”. 

Connolly's legacy when it arrives in the BNP's coffers - 
these things take time — follows a spate of gifts from dead 
party members, the latest a second sum of £100,000 from 
Albert Edward Starmore received on 1 November 2012. 
That brought the total reportable donations in 2012 to 
£265,987 making it likely the party's 2012 accounts will 
show it is no longer seriously in debt. Just £2,250 came 
from a living donor. A party of the dead, for the brain dead 
perhaps. 

The BNP may also benefit from European Parliament 
funding of €604,566 to the Alliance of European National 
Movements, which brings together several far-right parties 
in the EU. A campaign to stop this funding has not so far 
been successful. 

Meanwhile the English Democrats are setting their sights 
much lower. The party is looking for 395 candidates to 
stand in the county council elections in May and is asking 
for supporters to donate just £10 towards a “fighting 
fund" of £3,000 to pay for organising what it is calling an 
“immense campaign”. That comes to an “immense” £7.60 
per candidate, supposedly to equip them with “a full 
colour, glossy, professionally designed election address”. 

Days after that appeal, the English Democrats launched 
another: to raise £5,500 to pay for their Eastleigh by- 
election campaign. The website article heaped praise on 
their candidate Michael Walters, supposedly pictured, 
except that the picture was of a sign at Eastleigh railway 
station. Perhaps it was there to remind Walters how to spell 
the constituency name correctly, something he singularly 
failed to do on his calling cards for “Eastligh”. 

One thing the English Democrats will not be doing in 
May is helping Peter Davies defend his seat as Mayor of 
Doncaster. The gaffe-prone — their description — Mayor, 
who was elected as an English Democrat in June 2009, 
resigned from the party on 5 February, saying he objected 
to the influx of BNP members to the party. The English 
Democrats says he will not be much missed as he did little 
to build the party. What else could they say? Whether he 
will join another party is not known. He has already passed 
through the Labour Party, Conservatives and UK 
Independence Party. 

The BNP is also preparing for the county council 
elections. From 8 to 17 February Griffin toured the country 
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Food for votes: the BNP food bank in Havering 


speaking to regional meetings of members in an effort to 
“build our grass-roots base" and persuade them to field 
candidates. “We need as many candidates as possible to 
prove for good that the BNP is back,” said Alwyn Deacon, 
the BNP's “elections chief". Just “back”, note, not “back to 
winning" as the party said at its annual conference last 
November. In some areas the BNP hardly has any activists 
left so merely putting forward candidates will be an 
achievement, let alone beating the Lib Dems, “which is a 
really important target for us, because they're really 
vulnerable", added Deacon. Any idea of winning seats is 
presumably rejected as unachievable. 

Naturally the BNP website published several reports on 
the tour's success, though strangely when it reached 
Salford, it morphed into an “EU tour". Perhaps the BNP 
MEP for the North West, who spends much of his time in 
Brussels and Strasbourg, forgot where he was and which 
elections the party was fighting this year. His seat comes up 
for election in June 2014. 

It's still a while until the county council elections on 2 
May, but BNP members tired after weeks of fruitless 
campaigning can look forward to a “Summer Event (RWB 
Style)" on 20-21 July. The RWB — Red White Blue — used to 
be the party's family festival and regularly featured 
drunkenness, racism and other trouble. What an RWB-style 
event might involve is anyone's guess, but members will be 
able to reflect on it at this year’s BNP annual conference set 
for 14-15 September, earlier than usual. 

The BNP does not fight many council by-elections these 
days, but one where it is standing is the Gooshays ward by- 
election in the London Borough of Havering on 21 March. 
The party had a councillor in the ward from 2006 to 2010, 
so hopes for a half-decent result this time. In an effort to 
boost its vote, the party has taken a leaf out of the Greek 
fascist Golden Dawn's book, in turn inspired by Hitler's 
Winterhilfe operation, and is distributing free food to 
needy people. The BNP calls it “caring in the community", 
which brings to mind how the satirical magazine Private 
Fye used to write about the BNP in a column headed 
“Mental health". BNP results in recent council by-elections 
have been pathetic. 
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tolocaust-denying Bist 
at lona London Forur 


op speaks 


meeting 


Searchlight has stepped up its observation of meetings of the New Right Group and the lona 
London Forum, and their connections with a worldwide network of hard-core enemies of 
democracy. Despite internal purges, half-baked attempts to feed us disinformation and 
occasional well-meaning but ill-informed leaks, we still obtain detailed and accurate reports, 


to their great annoyance. 


Jack Martin reports from the latest lona gathering in London. 


SIXTY-SEVEN PEOPLE attended the 
latest meeting of the lona London 
Forum on 2 February, a better than 
usual turnout. Booked in the name of 
the Military History Society, it was 
held in the Virginia Woolf Suite of the 
Hotel Russell in Russell Square, hired 
at a cost of £800. Perhaps the hotel's 
Bedford Suite would have been too 
obvious an option for the organiser, 
Jez Bedford-Turner. 

The big attraction for most was the 
third and final speaker, the far-right 
Holocaust-denying Bishop Richard 
Williamson, who last year was 
expelled from the ultra-traditionalist 
Society of Pius X. Billed with the 
epithet “His Excellency", Williamson, 
whom Bedford-Turner described as 
“a brave man who stands up for the 
truth and suffered persecution for his 
stance", took as his subject, “The 
existence of God: the pre-requisite 
for all politics”. 

Despite being billed as “a seeker of 
and defender of the Truth — and not 
afraid to speak out", he opened by 
explaining that he would not be 
speaking on the matters that got him 
into trouble so anybody from the 
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai 
B'rith or Mossad would be 
disappointed. 

During a 90-minute long speech, 
given with the aid of a flip chart, the 
72-year-old Bishop, who was ordained 
illicitly by Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre 
in 1988, distributed copies of The 
March to the Abyss and described a 
history of 500 years of decline from 
the final stages and fall of the Holy 
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Roman Empire through the 
Reformation, the US revolution, 
capitalism and liberalism. 

Williamson sees “liberals” as the 
enemy of God, telling his audience 
that liberalism is “suicidal” and that 
liberals are at war with God, are liars, 
against truth and are “rats through 
and through”. Frequent references to 
US history suggested that he had 
recycled a speech originally given to 
an American audience. 

Despite claiming that the Catholic 
Church is a necessity for Western 
civilisation, he described it as “rotten 
to the core". The problem for him is 
the Second Vatican Council, which 
from 1962 to 1965 instituted a 
process of renewal in the church to 
enable it to address better the 
challenges of the modern world, 
including such reforms as the use 
of vernacular languages to celebrate 
the Mass in place of Latin to enable 
greater lay participation. 

Unsurprisingly Williamson saw 
Islam as a major threat, claiming that 
Muslims have said: “We are going to 
conquer France by the wombs of our 
women”. He also told his audience 
that the third world war would be 
coming in the next few years, as a 
punishment for sin. 

Not everyone was keen on 
Williamson. During questions 
afterwards, Martin Webster, the 
national organiser of the National 
Front (NF) during its 1970s heyday, 
now back in action after a period of 
illness, spoke about his experiences in 
the 1950s as an altar boy. Webster 


said he had become disillusioned with 
Catholic “superstition” after a trip to a 
shrine in France as a 15-year-old boy. 

Earlier the audience had been 
addressed by Nick Spires speaking on 
“The Frankfurt School and its 
influences on western culture”. Spires, 
who contributes to a Facebook group 
called the English Nationalist Alliance, 
whose supporters spout the usual far- 
right Islamophobia and racism, 
believes the Frankfurt School, a group 
of Marxist academics associated with 
the Institute for Social Research at the 
University of Frankfurt am Main, are 
a deadly enemy of nationalism. 

In typical far-right conspiracist 
terms, Spires took the audience 
through his version of the history, 
development, membership and aims 
of the “secretive” Frankfurt School, 
and blamed it for the creation of anti- 
racist legislation, mass immigration to 
destroy identity, the teaching of sex 
and homosexuality to children and 
continual change to create confusion. 
A long list of recent examples of 
Frankfurt School thinking included the 
removal last autumn of foster children 
from a couple who supported the UK 
Independence Party and the 
prosecution of Emma West for her 
racist rant on a tram in Croydon, 
south London. 

Spires was followed by Matt Tait, 
the former Buckinghamshire 
organiser of the British National Party 
and BNP parliamentary candidate in 
Milton Keynes South at the 2010 
general election, whom Bedford- 
Turner said had been described in the 


USA as the second most dangerous 
man in Europe. 

In atalk headed “Strategic insights 
into mass mind psychology”, Tait 
claimed that only five per cent of the 
population think for themselves while 
the other 95 per cent follow. 
Therefore nationalists need to be 
clever in the way they approach 
people. A mass awakening of 95 per 
cent of the people is a fallacy, he 
continued. We need to be the thinker 
and the leader, part of the five per 
cent who think. We must forge a 
movement that is more effective in 
getting our message across and 
manoeuvre the 95 per cent to our 
direction. We need to lead our 
people again. 

Culture is first, politics is second, he 
added, explaining that monocultural 
and monoethnic society is the 
favourable option. 

The audience, who had to 
contribute to the hire of the room by 
means of a £10 entry charge, reduced 
for pensioners, included several 
prominent individuals on the far right. 
Among them were Richard Edmonds, 
the veteran NF activist; John Morse a 
former NF and BNP member who was 
sentenced to one year's imprisonment 
in 1986 for conspiracy to publish 
material likely to incite racial hatred; 
Derek Beackon, the BNP’s very first 
local councillor for seven months in 
1993-94; Steve Swinfen, a long-time 
Blood and Honour Nazi; and Michael 
Easter, a retired businessman from 
Kent who helps run the Historical 
Review Press with Paul Ballard, a 
London NF activist. 

Among several Holocaust deniers 
present were Lady Michéle Renouf 
and Dr Nicholas Kollerstrom, a 
founding member of the so-called 
9/11 truth movement. Others there 
included Jonathan Frederick Boulter, 
a right-wing Freemason with a finger 
in several far-right and Islamophobic 
pies; Delphine Isabel Gray-Fisk, a UK 
Independence Party parliamentary 
candidate in the past three general 
elections and member of the London 
Swinton Circle; and Liam Kernaghan, 
a former BNP member for 17 years 
who addressed the inaugural meeting 
of the National Culturists at Liverpool 
University last September. 

About one third of them retired 
after the meeting to the nearby 
Atrium at the Imperial Hotel, but 
not before perusing the four stalls 


Please do not forward, pass on or reproduce this notice. 


London Forum Meeting 


Saturday 2"4 February, Central London, £6 


1pm - 5pm 


Nick Spires - ’ The Frankfurt School and its influences on Western 
Culture ‘ 


‘Know your Enemy’. The Frankfurt School - they have no democratic mandate and 
the public has never heard of them. Nick Spires who came to the Cause through 
becoming aware of this secretive organisation, will, using a slide show, take us 
through their history, development, membership and aims. This shadowy cabal are 
perhaps our deadliest enemy, but their exposure can also be our best recruiting tool. 


Matt Tait - ‘Strategic Insights into Mass Mind Psychology’ 


Our enemies know all about Mass Mind Psychology, its time we did too. Matt Tate 
will show us how we can use what our enemies are using and use against them. 
Matt Tate, a Gustav Le Bon for the 21st Century is perhaps the most promising rising 
British star of the Nationalist Cause. 


His Excellency, Bishop Richard Williamson - ‘The Existence of God: 
The Pre-requisite for all Politics’ 


Bishop Williamson, “the World’s only Christian Bishop” is an Independent 
Traditional Catholic Bishop, appointed by Archbishop Lefebvre. He’s a seeker of 
and defender of the Truth - and not afraid to speak out. Why is the enemy of 
civilizations, traditions and cultures so keen on desacralizing the World? Come and 
hear the Bishop and find out why. 


Book and Merchandise Stalls 


** Dr Claus Nordbruch’s book ’ Bleeding Germany Dry’ detailing the secret genocide 
carried out against Germans between 1945 - 1951, and recently translated into 
English, will be on sale. * * 


The RV will operate from 12 noon to 1215 and will be given out on the day. 


Phone 07982 569254 or 07732 485021 from 9am onwards. 


jezenglish@yahoo.co.uk 


selling books and merchandise. 
Bedford-Turner ran one on behalf 
of the A K Chesterton Trust, which 
keeps alive the memory of Arthur 
Kenneth Chesterton, the first but 
short-lived leader of the NF, who 
died in 1973. The trust continues to 
publish Chesterton's magazine, 
Candour, copies of which were on 
sale on the stall. 

A stall for the fascist publisher 
Arktos Media was run by Mick Brooks 
and David Parry, the pagan priest who 
spoke at last November's meeting of 
Troy Southgate's New Right Group, 
a rival to the lona Forum which 
attracts many of the same people. 
Another stall was run by Kernaghan, 
and the Historical Review Press stall 
was there as usual. 

Literature on sale included 
Broadsword and The Emblem both 
from the extreme Nazi British 
Movement, Heritage and Destiny, 


Mark Cotterill's more intellectual 
bimonthly magazine, and Britain First, 
longstanding publication of the NF, 
not to be confused with the Britain 
First organisation run by the former 
BNP councillor Paul Golding. 

Other more “subversive” literature 
was circulated privately between 
attendees, including Zionism: The 
Real Enemy of the Jews and The 
Hidden Hand. 

A raffle was held in aid of people 
“fined or persecuted for their beliefs 
in the nationalist cause" and everyone 
was invited to the launch of the British 
Democratic Party the following 
weekend. 

The next lona London Forum 
meeting is to be held on 13 April 
2013 and will feature an address by 
a British Serbian nationalist and a 
commemoration of the 50 anniversary 
of the birth of the late Jonathan 
Bowden. 
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Race hate internet warrior Sir 
1eppard returns to prison 


S 


By Sonia Gable 


ONE OF THE FIRST two Britons to be 
prosecuted for inciting racial hatred on 
the internet has been returned to prison 
after breaching his licence conditions. 
Simon Sheppard had been released in 
May 2011 after serving less than half 
his sentence, but was classed as a Multi 
Agency Public Protection Agency level 
3 offender and faced stringent 
restrictions because of the high risk 

he posed to the public. In particular he 
was not allowed to distribute racially 
inflammatory material. 

Sheppard, 55, was found guilty at 
Leeds Crown Court in July 2008 of 
11 counts of publishing racially 
inflammatory material on his Heretical 
Press website. His co-defendant 
Stephen Whittle, who used the 
pseudonym Luke O'Farrell, was found 
guilty of five counts of publishing 
racially inflammatory material in 
articles he wrote for Sheppard's site. 

The prosecution was novel in that the 
Heretical Press site is hosted in the USA. 
British nazis had believed, wrongly as it 
turned out, that if they hosted their 
racist ravings on US web servers they 
would be immune from prosecution. 

After the jury returned verdicts on 
some of the charges the two were 
released on bail and fled to the United 
States where they sought asylum. An 
immigration judge threw out their case 
and they were held at Santa Ana prison 
in California for ten months until their 
extradition. In July 2009, Sheppard was 
imprisoned for four years and ten 
months, which was reduced by one 
year on appeal. Whittle got two years 
and four months, reduced by six 
months on appeal. 

His arrest for “poor conduct" came on 
25 January this year. He had written an 
article on “spree killers" for issue 52 of 
Heritage and Destiny, a small circulation 
far-right magazine edited by Mark 
Cotterill, leader of the deregistered 
England First Party. He had received 
advance clearance from the probation 
service to have the article published, but 
the breach arose when he distributed 
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copies of it to two staff in his local 
library. They contacted police because 
they found one passage offensive, 
namely: “What more profound insult 
can be delivered to a man than for a 
woman to advertise that she prefers 
men of an alien race, even one who a 
century ago would have been regarded 
as no better than a savage.” 

Sheppard argues in the article that 
“spree killers" such as Anders Breivik 
are reacting to the expropriation of 
their women as a result of “mass 
immigration and miscengenation 
which strikes deeply at the core of the 
male psyche", concluding that they 
“fight to preserve the integrity of the 
tribe", and other such nonsense. 

Whittle too had had fallen foul of 
his licence conditions at his local 
library after being released on licence 
in 2010. Librarians spotted him 
looking at the British National Party 
website. He was imprisoned for a 
further three months. 

Sheppard is now being held in 
HM Prison Northallerton according 
to Heretical Press. He may remain 
there until the end of his sentence 
on 16 April 2013. 

Sheppard had been a prolific online 
publisher. As well as Holocaust denial, 
he displayed a hatred of women and a 
morbid fixation with cannibalism. 

The original investigation into the pair 
began when police received a complaint 
about a viciously antisemitic comic strip 
that denied the Holocaust. Copies of 
Tales of the Holohoax were mailed to 
the Blackpool Reform Synagogue in 
2004. Its first page consisted of a 
cartoon captioned “Alice in lampshade 
land". It was traced back to a post office 
box in Hull registered to Sheppard. 

Other articles over which Sheppard 
was charged included “Auschwitz: The 
Holiday Camp for Kikes”, “Evil Zionist 
Kikes" and "“Kike Windchimes". 
Sheppard also published vile material by 
George Lincoln Rockwell, the leader of 
the American Nazi Party (ANP), 
including the “Coon-ard Lines Boat 


Ticket to Africa" and spoof “year’s 
supply of instant nigger” advertisement. 

During the trial, the prosecutor, 
Jonathan Sandiford, told that jury that 
Sheppard and Whittle were “a pair of 
racists" who held “fairly extreme 
views about people who were Jewish, 
black, Asian, Chinese, Indian and, in 
reality, anyone who wasn't white”. 

He continued: “People in this country 
are entitled to be racist and they are 
entitled to hold unpleasant points of 
view, but what they aren't entitled to 
do is publish or distribute written 
material which is insulting, threatening 
or abusive and is intended to stir up 
racial hatred or is likely to do so." 

In January 2009, Sheppard was 
convicted in his absence on five 
further charges. Two of them related 
to two editions of an anti-Jewish 
publication titled Don't Be Sheeple, 
the second of which was produced 
after Sheppard had been charged for 
the other offences. 

Sheppard has a history of similar 
offences. He was jailed in the 
Netherlands in 1995 for Holocaust 
denial and received a nine-month 
sentence in June 1999 for distributing 
antisemitic leaflets in Hull with Dave 
Hannam, who had let Sheppard use a 
PO Box he had set up. At the time 
both were BNP activists. Sheppard was 
expelled from the party, but Hannam, 
who was jailed for three months, went 
on to become the BNP's treasurer and 
a close confidant of party leader Nick 
Griffin, who himself has a conviction 
for inciting racial hatred. Hannam died 
in autumn 2011 aged 30. 

Until his imprisonment in 2009, as 
well as maintaining his own Heretical 
Press site, Sheppard made himself 
indispensable as the front man and 
registrant for a number of far-right 
websites including the notorious 
Redwatch, an online “hit list” that 
publishes names and addresses of 
political opponents under the banner: 
“Remember places, traitors’ faces, 
they'll all pay for their crimes”. 


London City Hall hosts Holocaust 


memorial ceremony 


THE ANNUAL HOLOCAUST memorial ceremony at 
City Hall, headquarters of the Greater London 
Authority, is a time when Londoners set political and 
religious differences aside to commemorate all those 
who died in the Holocaust and postwar genocides, 
including in Rwanda, Cambodia, Bosnia and Darfur. 

Speakers at the moving event on 21 January, under the 
theme “Communities together: build a bridge”, included 
the Holocaust survivor Susan Pollack, who spoke about 
her experience of the Holocaust as a child, and Lucy 
Hamwijk and Callum Devine, two students from the 
Bishop Ramsey Church of England School, who had 
visited the site of the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp in 
Poland as part of the Holocaust Educational Trust's 
Lessons from Auschwitz Project and are now helping to 
educate others against racism and intolerance. 

Boris Johnson, the Mayor of London, read the poem 
Refugee Blues by W H Auden and the Chief Rabbi, 
Lord Jonathan Sacks, said a memorial prayer. The 
Zemel Choir sang at the start and end of the 
proceedings. 


Callum Devine and Lucy Hamwijk speak about what they learned on their visit to the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp as part of the Holocaust Educational Trust's Lessons 
from Auschwitz Project 


Susan Pollack, a Holocaust survivor, lights the memorial 
candle with Callum Devine and watched by Jennette 
Arnold (right), Chair of the London Assembly 


The Chief Rabbi, Lord Jonathan Sacks says a 
memorial prayer 


By Sonia Gable 


Refugee Blues 


Say this city has ten million souls, 
Some are living in mansions, some are living in holes: 
Yet there's no place for us, my dear, yet there's no place for us. 


Once we had a country and we thought it fair, 
Look in the atlas and you'll find it there: 
We cannot go there now, my dear, we cannot go there now. 


In the village churchyard there grows an old yew, 
Every spring it blossoms anew; 
Old passports can't do that, my dear, old passports can't do that. 


The consul banged the table and said: 
"If you've got no passport you're officially dead"; 
But we are still alive, my dear, but we are still alive. 


Went to a committee; they offered me a chair; 

Asked me politely to return next year: 

But where shall we go today, my dear, but where shall we 
go today? 


Came to a jap meeting; the speaker got up and said: 
"If we let them in, they will steal our daily bread"; 

He was talking of you and me, my dear, he was talking of 
you and me. 


Thought | heard the thunder rumbling in the sky; 
It was Hitler over Europe, saying: "They must die"; 
We were in his mind, my dear, we were in his mind. 


Saw a poodle in a jacket fastened with a pin, 

Saw a door opened and a cat let in: 

But they weren't German Jews, my dear, but they weren't 
German Jews. 


Went down to the harbour and stood upon the quay, 
Saw the fish swimming as if they were free: 
Only ten feet away, my dear, only ten feet away. 


Walked through a wood, saw the birds in the trees; 

They had no politicians and sang at their ease: 

They weren't the human race, my dear, they weren't the 
human race. 

Dreamed | saw a building with a thousand floors, 

A thousand windows and a thousand doors; 

Not one of them was ours, my dear, not one of them was ours. 
Stood on a great plain in the falling snow; 

Ten thousand soldiers marched to and fro: 

Looking for you and me, my dear, looking for you and me. 


From Collected Shorter Poems 1927-1957 by W H Auden 


oris Johnson reads W H Auden's Refugee Blues 
Photos: Hayley Madden Photography 
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How do we remember the 
i @) i oOocau st? By Dr Paul Jackson 


WHETHER OR NOT we should 
remember the Holocaust is not an 
issue. Of course we should. But how 
we should remember the Holocaust 
is perhaps a more complex question. 
Who are we ‘remembering’ when 
we are asked to reflect on the Nazi 
genocide? The estimated 6,000,000 
Jews killed, or are we also 
remembering the range of other 
victims, from the mentally 
handicapped killed via the T4 
‘euthanasia’ project, to Roma and 
Sinti communities, to the 
homosexuals who were persecuted 
and often murdered too? Or are we 
remembering the issue of modern 
oppression and genocide more 
generally, via the emblematic case of 
the Holocaust? These are complex 
questions. As are: how do we 
develop relevant, active messages by 
reflecting on this horrific episode? 
How do we build on the opportunity 
to reflect on the nature of violence 
and oppression presented by 
Holocaust Memorial Day? 

There is a need to be expansive 
with this issue. As it becomes more 
established, there is a danger that 
Holocaust Memorial Day might offer 
diminishing returns should such an 
annual event simply evoke a familiar 
commentary about the horrors of 
the Nazi regime, present its leaders 
simplistically as the incarnation of 
pure evil, and fail to challenge 
people into re-assessing their 
thinking on issues of extremism 
more generally. Only by keeping 
such commemoration fresh and 
vital, using it to raise new issues and 
questions, can Holocaust Memorial 
Day reconnect people with the 
underlying concerns it raises. So this 
year's theme, Build A Bridge, is 


16 | Searchlight | February-March 2013 


particularly welcome as a way to 
achieve this, and move beyond 
cultivating a narrow memory of the 
Nazi regime. 

To help this process, it is worth 
stressing that the Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust's website has 
some very useful resources on the 
worryingly numerous number of 
genocides that have occurred since 
1945. These resources include 
videos from figures such as Safet 
Vukalic, a Muslim who survived 
ethic cleansing in Prijedor, Bosnia, 
and Apolinaire Kageruka, who 
survived the Rwanda genocide. 
These rich and varied resources have 
a clear value beyond Holocaust 
Memorial Day events: they make 
excellent teaching aids, and are part 
of a wide range of educational 
material created by the Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust to promote a 
wider understating of genocide and 
persecution. 


Holocaust Memorial Day at the 
University of Northampton 

To help connect the past to the 
present, and with the help of the 
university's History Society, this year 
| helped to organise the University 
of Northampton’'s annual event for 
Holocaust Memorial Day. As with 
many Holocaust Memorial Day 
events, this was opened by our local 
mayor, Roger Conroy, and was 
followed by a ceremony of 
commemoration led by the 
university's multi-faith chaplaincy 
team. We then had talks by two 
guest speakers, Professor Aristotle 
Kallis and Dr Martin Stern, as well as 
presentations by some of our 
undergraduate students. While the 
commemorative ceremony provided 


a chance for reflection, it was our 
two keynote speakers who offered 
us all some vital, in-depth analysis of 
the onset of mass murder by the 
Nazi regime that pointed to much 
wider issues too. 

Firstly, Professor Kallis talked about 
the ways the Nazi regime began by 
making Jews and other ‘out’ figures 
more visible in the 1930s, ingraining 
them as ‘other’. The state then 
systematically made them ever less 
visible, via ghettoization, and finally 
via the horrors of mass killing. He 
also reflected on the peculiar 
dynamics within the General 
Government region of Poland, 
which the Nazis created following 
the invasion of September 1939, 
and where much of the mass killing 
subsequently occurred. Professor 
Kallis stressed how this region, one 
lacking a clear identity and which 
became a grey administrative space 
that helped permit the normal 
boundaries of morality to become 
suspended, allowed genocide to 
unfold. So fostering such fuzzy 
administrative spaces, ones with 
blurry structures of responsibly, was 
crucial to the onset of mass killing 
carried out by the Nazis and their 
collaborators. 

Professor Kallis examined Nazi 
mass killing centres too, but did not 
focus his talk on Auschwitz. Indeed, 
this iconic place of mass murder has 
become the symbolic extermination 
centre in the public memory of the 
Holocaust, and is certainly at the 
heart of Holocaust Memorial Day 
symbolism as the event is 
commemorated on the date of the 
liberation of Auschwitz, 27 January. 
But rather, Professor Kallis examined 
a less commented on space of ‘pure’ 
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extermination developed by the 
Nazis, Treblinka. Unlike Auschwitz, 
which was a combined labour and 
extermination centre, Treblinka was 
a ‘pure’ death camp. As those aware 
of the institutions of killing 
developed by the regime will know, 
it was part of the three Aktion 
Reinhard camps. Just like the other 
two extermination centres that were 
connected with this operation, 
Sobibor and Belzec, this was a place 
from which there was almost no 
chance of survival. He stressed that 
this facility of death was capable of 
killing around 6,000 people a day. 
After its ‘active’ period, the camp 
was destroyed by the Nazis, so 
virtually nothing now remains of this 
site where somewhere in the region 
of 900,000 people not only were 
not only killed, but also all trace of 
their existence was wiped out. 

What do we make of such a 
staggering scenario? How can we 
turn such a statistic of mass murder 
at a single facility into an meaningful 
appreciation of the vibrant array of 
people, lives, cultures, and lost, 
subsequent generations of potential 
descendants who were never 
offered the possibility of life, all 
destroyed by a place such as 
Treblinka? This is a very difficult 
question to answer. It is also one 
that starts to reveal to us the 
effectiveness of the Nazis’ operation. 
Of course, those killed were offered 
no graves, no site to show they ever 
had existed, by the Nazis. So the 
regime's eliminationist drive aimed 
not merely at murder, but also to 
wipe all knowledge of their deaths. 
This pretence was based on the 
notion that the murdered people not 
only no longer existed, but after 
meeting their end at Treblinka also 
never had existed — a process of 
total elimination that Professor Kallis 
dubbed not merely genocide, but 
‘omnicide’. 

Moreover, Professor Kallis stressed 
that by remembering the places like 
Treblinka, which were secret sites 


Academic staff and students of Northampton University on Holocaust Memorial Day 


within an already secretive region 
and regime, we can begin to 
appreciate what he calls the Nazis’ 
‘non-spaces’. These were 
clandestine arenas that offered a 
select group an alternate ‘moral’ 
universe where anything could 
become possible. Furthermore, 
reflection on the existence of such 
‘non-spaces' calls into question the 
nature of such perpetrators of mass 
killing, who indulged in the 
gruesome liberation to kill they 
offered. Finally, as at other locations 
of large-scale killing, Treblinka was a 
site of mass extermination not 
overseen by cartoon caricatures of 
evil incarnate, as Holocaust clichés 
may have it. Rather, it was manned 
by ambitious, ruthless three- 
dimensional people, driven by a 
mixture of ideology and personal 
ambition, who were all too human 
in their willingness to engage in the 
processes of killing. 


A survivor's experience 

We should also recognise that the 
institutions of the Holocaust, though 
always chilling, were varied too. So, 
at our event, we also heard from a 


Holocaust survivor, Dr Martin Stern. 
Dr Stern was a young boy when he 
was arrested in the Netherlands, and 
was, relatively speaking, fortunate to 
be sent to Theresienstadt. This was a 
different space of persecution 
created by the Nazis, much more 
public and conceived, in part, as a 
cog in the Nazi mechanism of public 
deception. Indeed, it was a place 
selectively publicised by the regime, 
as part of a managed propaganda 
effort to cover up the reality 
occurring in places of mass killing 
such as Treblinka, and of course 
Auschwitz. Ostensibly, this was a 
place where Jews were treated well, 
according to the Nazis. 

So while entry into Treblinka 
would have resulted in death within 
just a few hours, and entry into 
Auschwitz would have seen a young 
child fail the ‘selection’ process, and 
again swiftly be killed, 
Theresienstadt offered a different set 
of possibilities. As a young boy, he 
was offered a rare opportunity for 
survival, though many adults and 
children who found themselves sent 
to Theresienstadt were eventually 
murdered at Auschwitz. Dr Stern 
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also reminded us that, as a 
Holocaust survivor, his narrative was 
highly unusual, a survivor's memory 
was a very atypical account of the 
experience of being persecuted by 
the Nazis. Indeed, the typical 
experience of being on the receiving 
end of Nazi persecution, whether 
that be as a Jew, or as another 
‘undesirable’ such as the disabled, or 
Roma and Sinti communities, was to 
be killed. 


Holocaust and genocide 
With this issue of how the regime 
conceived its ‘undesirables’, it is 
worth stressing that historians 
debate how to distinguish between 
‘the Holocaust’ and the wider ‘Nazi 
genocide’ when talking about such 
categories of people who were 
targeted. As an academic discipline, 
Holocaust Studies is always trying to 
recognise distinctions in the manner 
that the Nazis ordered mass killing, 
and structured the processes of mass 
extermination through the varieties 
of their ideological prejudices. Jews 
undoubtedly did have a special place 
within Nazi ideology, seemly the 
figure representing pure ‘evil’ for 
Hitler and his followers. For the 
party faithful, the figure of the Jew 
was styled as the polar opposite of 
the idealised Aryan. Yet while such 
Manichean distinctions may have 
existed in the minds of the 
perpetrators, for those being 
exterminated, whether Jewish, or 
mentally handicapped, or Roma or 
Sinti, and so on, this was unlikely to 
be all that relevant. Indeed, this 
latter issue of the subjective 
experiences of the victims is an 
ongoing area of research in the field. 
So we can see that Nazi 
programme of mass murder was as 
multi-dimensional as it was ruthless. 
It was ultimately driven by a utopian 
vision to create a ‘pure’ nation, 
where all arguments as to why some 
were seen as undesirable were 
rationalised through an overarching 
racial worldview. As such, one of the 
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wider messages the Nazi genocide 
offers is certainly a cautionary tale 
for critiquing all those who talk of 
creating ‘pure’ national groupings, 
which is always a utopian myth. The 
Holocaust was the ultimate extreme 
of such delusional, ideological 
positions put into practice. 
Nevertheless, such illusions are ever 
present, though usually in more 
embryonic form, and can be found 
in much of today’s populist 
nationalist discourses too. 


Cognitive Dissonance 
Martin Stern also drew on his 
subsequent background as a medical 
doctor, with a personal interest in 
psychology, to again reflect on the 
mentality of the perpetrator, and in 
particular the bystander. The latter, 
he stressed, comprised the many 
people who, in effect, allowed the 
Holocaust to happen by ignoring the 
multiple signs that something 
terrible was happening, and so 
preferred not to see the worst 
aspects of the regime they were 
living within. To develop this point, 
Dr Stern reflected on the theme of 
‘cognitive dissonance’ — crucial to 
helping to unpick the psychology as 
to why events such as the 
Holocaust, as well as other, equally 
unique, instances of genocide and 
mass murder, may come to happen. 
In sum, this well-established 
theme in psychology stresses that, 
when people's core beliefs — such as, 
in this case, the righteousness of a 
regime — are challenged by factual 
evidence, the natural response is 
often not to change one's core 
opinions, but to find ways to 
maintain the stability of one's core 
beliefs. So when confronted with 
challenging evidence, people have 
an in-built drive to develop a 
plausible rationale for such facts, 
dismissing some, re-appraising 
others, so that core beliefs remain 
unaffected. Of course, this is not 
merely a feature of the Nazi regime. 
For example, Arthur Koestler wrote 


about his ability to edit out the 
horrors and suffering of the Soviet 
system under Stalin while he was a 
believer in Communist ideology. We 
can see cognitive dissonance in 
contemporary settings too. For 
example, we can see this in our easy 
ability to forget about unpleasant 
information regarding exploitative 
and child labour conditions, not to 
mention the warzones used to 
source precious metals, both used in 
the manufacture of some modern 
smartphones. 

This trick of the human mind can, 
of course, be overcome through 
rational engagement with 
challenging data, but often this is 
not the instinctive response, and 
takes greater effort. As humans, Dr 
Stern stressed, we have an in-built, 
default response to construct 
delusions to stave off the potential 
horrors that surround us. Or as T. S. 
Eliot put it, ‘humankind cannot bear 
too much reality’. It takes effort to 
break out of such comfort zones. 

The effects of such cognitive 
dissonance helps explain why there 
was limited willingness to prevent 
the Holocaust, and is a theory that 
has been drawn on by many 
historians too. But again, it is also a 
point that offers a cautionary 
message for the present day. With 
the range of data about horrors 
around the world, it is easy to fall 
into similar traps, and develop 
passive responses to extremism. 
While the Holocaust itself was a 
discrete event, the continuation of 
genocide, mass violence and — even 
more common - the ideologies 
giving licence to such hatred have 
been ongoing features of the 
postwar world. 


Active processes of 
remembering 

As a historian who teaches an 
undergraduate course on the 
Holocaust, | am constantly faced 
with the challenge of making the 
events of the Holocaust relevant to 
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students. In my course, | try to raise, that war criminals can be prosecuted | commemorative event: ‘Today is a 


critique and then move away from — building on the legacy of the time of remembrance for all the 
out-dated clichés, and encourage Nuremberg Trials as a watershed victims: the Roma, the Sinti, the 
students to develop a much more moment in international law. But it gays, the mentally and physically 
expansive understanding of the does not have to be as dramatic as disabled, and all the others, as well 
variety of mechanisms found in this. Rather, it might form part of as the victims of those other evils on 
persecution and genocide. tackling prejudices that exist at an epic scale. Bosnia, Cambodia, 
Moreover, there are also wider issues home, and are expressed in Darfur, and of course Rwanda. 
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when critically interpreting survivor not conclude that all ideologies the modern world. Building on this 
testimony. The Nazi genocide promoting hatred and prejudice theme, in this context we might well 
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people who were acting in a very West in the postwar world, such as 
human way, so we need to avoid Building bridges from past to during the British Empire's 
generalisations. Finally, the present suppression of the Mau Mau rising 
Holocaust, while unique, is also So there is no easy or single answer —__ in Kenya. With the theme of Build a 
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raised by the Holocaust outside such _ reflection on oppression and mass ‘cognitive dissonance’ with regard to 
formal, educational settings, the violence. As the Chief Rabbi Lord contemporary issues of extremism, 
opportunity presented by Holocaust Sacks stressed at another both close to home and aboard. 


Memorial Day, as a way to help 
develop such critical skills, is crucial 
too. So an expansive way to engage 
with ‘remembering’ the events of 
the Holocaust needs to be more 
nuanced and sophisticated that 
simply saying ‘never again’ on or 
around 27 January. Rather such a 
process ought to develop something 
more sustained. A richer act of 
‘remembering’, via events such as 
Holocaust Memorial Day, should 
include the development of the 
critical skills that help us understand 
the past, as well as the present. 
Such an active process can then 
become dynamically engaged with 
‘building bridges’ that help us reflect 
on, and even tackle, contemporary 
extremism. This may be conducted 
in an ambitious manner, perhaps 
pressurising politicians into 
developing more effective 
mechanisms for international law so 


The University of Northampton community pays tribute to victims of the Nazi Holocaust and later genocides at the 
memorial tree on campus 
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By Daphne Liddle 


BARONESS JULIA NEUBERGER, the 
senior Rabbi of the West London 
Synagogue, marked Holocaust 
Memorial Day on 27 January by 
calling on people to remember the 
Holocaust and all its victims by 
refusing to allow any section of 
human society to be defined as 
"different", or “other” — the 
precursor to discrimination, prejudice 
and oppression that paved the way 
for the Holocaust to happen. 

She was speaking to the packed 
Amigo Hall, part of the complex of 
buildings that is St George's Roman 
Catholic Church in Southwark, just 
across the road from the Imperial 
War Museum. 


The Amigo hall this year played 
host to the first part of the annual 
Southwark and Soviet War 
Memorial Trust Holocaust 
remembrance ceremony because the 
Imperial War Museum is closed for 
renovations until July. 

Rabbi Neuberger spoke of the 
heroism of the Albanian Muslims 
during the Nazi occupation of the 
Balkans. They sheltered Jews from 
the Nazis — at great risk to 
themselves — and saved hundreds of 
lives. But today they are themselves, 
as Muslims, facing prejudice, 
scapegoating and oppression. 

She also spoke of the leader of the 
Orthodox Church in Bulgaria who 


Holocaust survivors Vera and Avram Schaufeld light a memorial candle. Photo Daphne Liddle 
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prevented a trainload of Jews from 
that country from being transported 
to death camps by insisting on going 
with them and then threatening to 
lie across the railway track to 
prevent the train moving. He won 
and the Jews were returned to their 
homes. 

And she mentioned other 
instances of people standing up to 
the Nazis, including the people of 
Denmark. 

Avram Schaufeld, a Holocaust 
survivor, told of his experiences as a 
teenager, separated from his family, 
who were murdered, in a labour 
camp that was one of the satellite 
camps of Auschwitz. 

Avram also spoke of the long 
death march as the Nazis forced 
prisoners to walk away from the 
lines of advancing Russians and the 
many instances where his survival 
was just a matter of incredible luck. 

This was followed by Avram and 
his wife Vera lighting the memorial 
candle. 

Then the ceremony moved across 
the road to Geraldine Mary 
Harmsworth Park for a wreath- 
laying ceremony at the Holocaust 
Memorial Tree and at the Soviet War 
Memorial. 

The Russian ambassador, HE 
Alexander Yakovenko, gave a short 
speech and wreaths were laid by 
local dignitaries, ambassadors from 
former Soviet states, and for the first 
time the ambassador for Israel. 

Members of veterans 
organisations also laid wreaths as 
did members of political 
organisations, including the New 
Communist Party. 


By Daphne Liddle 


19 NOVEMBER 1942 is the most 
important date in the world history 
of anti-fascist struggle and arguably 
the most important date in human 
history so far. It was the day the 
Soviet Red Army launched its 
successful counter offensive against 
the invading Nazi armies camped on 
the western side of the Volga River, 
where they had been struggling 
since 23 August to take the city of 
Stalingrad (now called Volgograd). 

The Nazis had told their rank and 
file young soldiers that the peoples 
of the Soviet Union were racially 
inferior, that they hated their 
communist government and that 
victory against them would be easy 
- “one kick on the door and the 
whole state will collapse”. They 
were told they would be welcomed 
as liberators, even though their 
ultimate aim was to wipe away the 
people who lived there to make way 
for the “racially superior” Germans. 
A few of the natives would be 
allowed to survive as servants and 
menials — as the British, French and 
Portuguese had done with the black 
people of Africa. 

The Nazis were not the only ones 
who thought the Soviet Union 
would collapse. The official thinking 
in Britain at the time was that if the 
Soviet Union survived for six seeks it 
would be an achievement and if 
they lasted out for three months it 
would be a miracle. 

But the Nazis had a more 
immediate aim: the oil fields of 
Baku. The huge Nazi army, including 
its Romanian and Hungarian allies, 
did not have much in the way of 
secure oil supplies and could not 
sustain the war for long unless they 
hit oil somewhere. According to 


Daniel Taub, the Israeli Ambassador (centre with wreath) joins the ceremony for the first time. Photo Daphne Liddle 


Henry Metelamann, a 19-year-old 
lowly Panzer tank driver at the time, 
one optimistic officer had told them 
that the aim of the southern section 
of the invading Nazis was to 
rendezvous in Iraq with Rommel, 
seizing the oil fields of Arabia, Baku 
and Iraq on the way. The oil fields of 
North Africa had not yet been 
discovered. 

Metelmann described how the 
illusions of the German troops fell 
away steadily as they advanced. The 
Soviet armies put up huge resistance 
and losses on both sides were 
massive. At first the Red Army 
tactics were inflexible. Time and 
again they stood firm to defend a 
particular front only to be 
outflanked, surrounded and wiped 
out. There was no Geneva 
Convention on the eastern front and 
Soviet prisoners of war were 
rounded up, held in huge camps and 


allowed to starve to death. Civilians 
were casually massacred, especially 
active communists and Jews. 

During 1941 and the early part of 
1942 the Nazis made huge rapid 
advances. But they failed to take 
their significant strategic targets: 
Leningrad, which was besieged but 
held at enormous cost to the people, 
Moscow, which saw the first Nazi 
reversal, and Stalingrad, on the 
banks of the Volga and on the road 
to Baku. 

But unlike the governments of 
France, Belgium and the Netherlands 
the Soviet government kept its head. 
They had been invaded before, in 
1918 by forces from 14 different 
western powers determined to wipe 
out the Bolshevik revolution. 
Historian Professor Geoffrey Roberts 
reports that at one of the lowest 
points in the war, on 7 November 
1941 when German forces were 


February-March 2013 | Searchlight | 21 


advancing through Soviet territory, 
Stalin addressed troops parading 
through Red Square. He said: 
“Remember the year 1918, when 
we celebrated the first anniversary 
of the October Revolution. Three- 
quarters of the country was ... in the 
hands of foreign interventionists. 
The Ukraine, the Caucasus, Central 
Asia, the Urals, Siberia and the Far 
East were temporarily lost to us. 

“We had no allies, we had no Red 
Army ... there was a shortage of 
food, or armaments ... Fourteen 
states were pressing against our 
country. But we did not become 
despondent, we did not lose heart. 
In the fire of war we forged the Red 
Army and converted our country 
into a military camp. The spirit of the 
great Lenin animated us .... And 
what happened? We routed the 
interventionists, recovered our lost 
territory and achieved victory." 

The attack on Stalingrad began 
with bombing raids of such intensity 
that they killed more civilians than 
the entire London Blitz. The burden 
of the initial defence of the city fell 
on the 1077th Anti-Aircraft 
Regiment, a unit made up mainly of 
young female volunteers who had 
no training in engaging ground 
targets. Despite this, and with no 
support available from other units, 
the AA gunners stayed at their posts 
and took on the advancing panzers. 
The German 16th Panzer Division 
reportedly had to fight the 1077th's 
gunners “shot for shot” until all 37 
anti-aircraft guns were destroyed or 
overrun. 

The defence forces at Stalingrad — 
mainly the 13th Rifle Guards 
Division — put up a mighty fight, for 
every yard, every house, every 
corner, every paving stone. The 
defending Soviet troops suffered a 
75 per cent casualty rate. But the 
Nazi war machine was brought to a 
halt. And as the battle continued 
Stalin called on General Zhukov, 
who successfully commanded the 
defence of Moscow. Together with 
Vasily Chuikov, the Soviet Chief of 
Staff, they set a trap to encircle the 
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entire Nazi Sixth Army, dubbed 
Operation Uranus. 

And on the night of 19 November 
the trap was sprung. In the early 
dawn after a heavy gun 
bombardment, thousands of Soviet 
T34 tanks rolled through the 
German, Italian and Romanian lines, 
accompanied by infantry. The entire 
German Sixth Army was totally 
encircled. Hitler refused to accept a 
reversal, he ordered his forces to 
stand and fight where they were. 
They had no choice, they stayed and 
they died in the cold and from 
hunger. The Soviet air force 
prevented the Nazis re-supplying the 
trapped army by airlifts. There was 
one Nazi attempt to break through 
the encirclement but it failed 
miserably. By 2 February 1943 the 
German General Von Paulus decided 
to ignore Hitler's orders and 
surrendered. His surviving troops 
were in a miserable condition, most 
on the point of starvation. The Nazis 
lost 850,000 killed, missing or 
wounded including 107,000 
captured (only 6,000 survived the 
captivity and returned home up to 
71955) 

This was a huge reversal for the 
Nazi invasion from which they never 
recovered. They made a big effort to 
regain the offensive a little later at 


the great tank battle at Kursk. But 
they lost that and from that point 
the invaders who had ridden in so 
proudly and arrogantly as invaders 
were now disorganised, demoralised 
and fleeing as best they could all the 
way back to Berlin. 

And from that point on the Nazis 
were steadily running out of oil. 
Germany developed new Tiger 
tanks, jet aircraft and many other 
fearsome weapons but the extent to 
which they could use them was from 
then on hampered by oil shortages. 
This made it easier for the Allied 
invading forces who landed in 
Normandy on 6 June 1944 to sweep 
through France and to liberate 
western Europe. 

It was a defeat not only for 
German imperialism and its colonial 
ambitions but for the Nazi fascist 
and racist ideology. Fascists and 
racists have been political pariahs 
ever since after the horrors of 
Auschwitz and the other 
extermination camps were 
uncovered. 

And this is why we must always 
remember these events and never 
allow fascism and racism to gain any 
toe-hold of respectability again. We 
owe this to future generations and 
to all the forces who gave their lives 
fighting the Nazi war machine. 


By Gerry Gable 


ONE OF THE SMALLEST events London was put on by the so many old, newer and 

around Holocaust Memorial Day Waltham Forest groups of Amnesty _ international friends there and 
was held in a vibrant community International and UAF at Amnesty's taking part. 

centre in Walthamstow. The Human Rights Action Centre in Events in Greece, Hungary and 
audience and speakers were packed Shoreditch. The modern building's the Czech Republic overshadowed 
into the room like sardines but it lecture hall was full to overflowing — the proceedings. The Roma, 

was one of the best of meetings of — for a meeting that featured Muslim, Jewish and migrant 

the week, largely because of the speakers, music and debate under worker communities and 
organisers’ connection with the the heading: “Holocaust and progressives in these countries 
successful We are Waltham Forest genocide — never again!" There are facing constant attack that, 
community campaign that twice was a terrific panel of speakers and —_ to many, mirrors events preceding 
stopped the English Defence plenty of time for contributions the Second World War 

League from marching and rallying from the floor. It was good to see and the Holocaust. 


in Walthamstow. 

The theme of the meeting was 
“The rise of the far right in Europe: 
what lessons for us”. Weyman 
Bennett from Unite Against Fascism 
and Gerry Gable of Searchlight 
concentrated on fighting fascism in 
Britain, while Dave Landau spoke 
about the continued racism against 
Gypsies and Travellers. Because of 
the frontline situation in Greece the 
advertised speaker from that 
country was busy at home fighting 
the Golden Dawn Nazis so a young 
Greek woman from the anti-fascist 
resistance flew in at short notice to 
be greeted by appreciative cheers 
from the audience. 


The largest Holocaust memorial Speakers at the We Are Waltham Forest meeting (I-r) Gerry Gable, Weyman Bennett, Dave Landau of the Travellers 
event organised by the left in Solidarity Network and Dale Farm Solidarity Campaign; and a Greek anti-fascist activist Photo: Cathy Pound 
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Speakers at the Amnesty Human Rights Action Centre meeting (I-r) Father Steven Saxby of St Barnabas Church 

‘ sai Walthamstow and the London Churches Refugee Network; Sandor Szoke of the Hungarian Anti Fascist Movement 
Veteran trade unionist and antifascist activist Dan Jones of © and Roma Civil Rights Movement; David Rosenberg, author of The Battle of the East End; Natasha Munoz and 
Amnesty International Photo: Daphne Liddle Weyman Bennett, joint secretary of Unite Against Fascism Photo: Daphne Liddle 
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A wolf in sheep's clothing: spirituality, 
music and the extreme right 


By Dr Emily Turner-Graham 


The Northern Grove, a pagan group 
on the social networking site 
Facebook, sets out its objectives as 
follows: 

The purpose of this page is 
to embrace the history, 
culture, and heritage of 
Northern Europe. We respect 
and embrace ALL cultures, 
especially tribal and 
indigenous cultures. We want 
to celebrate and revive the 
Old Ways. Tribal Europe 
shared many similarities with 
other tribal and indigenous 
people from other areas. We 
support all people, and 
everyone is welcome here. 
While we aim to celebrate 
Northern culture, we do not 
invite and will not tolerate 
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white supremacy, hate, or 
racism. People espousing that 
will be banned. 

Crystallised in this quote is the 
very problem experienced by many 
adherents of the stream of modern 
paganism that focuses upon the 
indigenous divine traditions of 
northern Europe. The British Isles, 
Germany and Scandinavia are their 
spiritual touchstones (though not 
necessarily all together) and they 
look to Odin, Frigga, Frey and Freya 
as their key gods and goddesses 
amongst a broad northern 
pantheon. But they stress heavily 
that this does not make them 
‘brown’ — that is, that they also 
espouse a belief in European, white 
or ‘Aryan’ supremacy. 

Northern neo-paganism, like so 


B Hrafnblod 
is on Facebook. 


many branches of paganism today, 
has many faces. It can also be 
known as Heathenry, Asatru, 
Odinism, Forn Sidr, Wotanism and 
Theodism as well as by other names. 
Each group espouses a 
contemporary revival of historical 
Germanic/Nordic paganism (and, it 
should be noted, the very use of the 
words ‘Germanic’ and ‘Nordic’ can 
be contentious within this context). 
The blurring of the lines between a 
belief in the Northern deities and 
their attendant mythology and 
philosophy and a belief in racial 
supremacy began in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries in Germany and Austria 
with certain branches of the vélkisch 
movement, some of whom provided 
an intellectual heritage for the Nazis 


To connect with Hrafnbid3, sign up for Facebook today. 
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as they intimately intertwined their 
Eurocentric spiritual beliefs with 
ideas of European racial superiority. 
Unfortunately for those Northern 
pagans without a racial agenda, 
several basic aspects of their belief 
system lend themselves well to 
racialism. The veneration of 
ancestors, a strong emphasis upon 
the importance of one's natural 
environment and the idealisation of 
the warrior were all easily co-opted 
into racist worldviews — reverence 
for one's kin becomes a fixation with 
the supposed superiority of one’s 
ethnic group; a strong attachment to 
one's local environment leads to the 
idea that one is built up by that 
environment (hence denigrating 
other environments) and a focus on 
the warrior figure can easily take 
one to a cult of militarism. 

This was further compounded by 
the second wave of the Northern 
spiritual revival which spread 
through the United States, Great 
Britain, Iceland and Australia in the 
late 1960s. Wotanism, for example, 
has a distinctively political overtone. 
It was closely associated with the 
belief system of American white 
supremacist David Lane, who 
claimed that Wotan in fact stood for 
‘Will of the Aryan Nation’. Likewise, 
Odalism (another version of 
virulently Eurocentric belief) has 
garnered the support of that 
notorious figure of the Black Metal 
scene and the extreme right, Varg 
Vikernes. 


Odinism too makes clear 


associations between its beliefs and 
ideas of racial supremacy. The 
Odinic Rite, based in the UK, has 
often protested its apparent extreme 
right leanings but the recent music 
releases — for one — from Odinic Rite 
Media suggest otherwise. Three CDs 
have been put out in recent years 
entitled Folk Spirit. Their most 
recent release, Folk Spirit: A third 
compilation of Odinist artists 
(2012), depicts a burning sun wheel 
on its cover, a symbol which, though 
it has a long history dating back to 
prehistoric Europe and Asia, is now 
more commonly associated with the 
extreme right: it featured on the flag 
of Quisling's Norwegian Nazi party, 
Nasjonal Samling, and has been 
used more recently by various other 
white supremacist groups such as 
the Ku Klux Klan. Of the bands 
included on the latest CD, many can 
be disregarded as straightforward, 
innocuous medieval or pagan rock. 
Some, however, require further 
attention. 

Hrafnbl66 (Blood Raven), for 
example, an English band in the 
Black Metal style, recently released a 
song entitled “The Fires of 
Dresden". The British fire-bombing 
of Dresden in 1945 is often - 
though not always, it must be 
stressed — a key cause of the 
extreme right, especially in light of 
the annual “Trauermarsch" (Funeral 
March) rally which the German 
extreme right NPD party (and 
others) hold in Dresden. While 
Hrafnbl66 (whose real name is 
Gareth Giles) protests on his 
Facebook page that the song “isn't 
in defence of Nazi Germany", the 
clip does begin with the words 
“Forever, this should be known as a 
War Crime” and this too is a 
common position of the extreme 
right who regard the event as 
equivalent to the Holocaust. The 
lyrics run, in part: 

The bombs fell 
Overcrowded populous [sic] 
Fleeing from the east 

The irony of it all 

To escape a War Zone 


Sunday, 23 September 2012 
Extract on 'N-AM' from an interview with 
Volksieg Wodensson (Colin Lockwood) 


Only to die in an act of 
Genicide [sic] 


Spoken: 

On February 13th 1945, a 
War Criminal unleashed his 
Holocaust over Dresden. The 
city was not a military target. 
There were no grounds for 
this massacre. It is estimated 
that over 100,000 men, 
women and children were 
murdered by a strategically 
planned firestorm. So many 
bodies lined the streets, that 
there were not enough living 
left to bury them. To dispose 
of the thousands of corpses, 
funeral pyers [sic] were 
stacked across the city. 

This song is dedicated to 
bringing to light this mass 
killing that the Zionist-led 
media do not want you to 
know. 

Giles's contribution to Folk Spirit 
Ill is called “Across the Pagan 
Vastlands", written by Nikarev 
Leshy, who in turn lists his own 
interests on his blog as Odinism and 
‘Aryan Black Metal’. It runs in part 
as follows: 

We are the wolves that will 
right the wrong 

White warriors of our faith 

hold battle shields high 

We are the future, hear our 
Aryan battle cry! 

Equally, Giles recently contributed 
a chapter to Troy Southgate's 
publication, Black Metal: European 
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Roots and Musical Extremities. 
Southgate is a well-known figure on 
the extreme right scene and this 
book is published by his own 
imprint, Black Front Press. In the 
book, Giles is joined by the likes of 
Jarl von Hagall from the NSBM band 
Der Stiirmer (presumably named 
after the violently antisemitic Nazi 
era newspaper of the same name), 
the extreme right writer Alex 
Kurtagic and the infamous Hendrik 
Modbus, founder of the German 
Heathen Front and member of the 
NSBM group, Absurd. 

Another artist on the current 
Odinic Rite CD is Volksieg (People's 
Victory). Also a one-man band, it is 
led by Volksieg Wodensson (or, 
Colin Lockwood). Wodensson 
identifies as an “Odinist and a 
National Anarchist". National 
Anarchism is an extreme rightist set 
of ideas which dates back to the 
1920s but which has been 
popularised and developed by Troy 
Southgate since the 1990s. On Folk 
Spirit Ill, he contributes two 
dramatic instrumental pieces, 
“Reflections” and “Eternal Return 
(Ragnarok)", and on Folk Spirit II 
the similarly styled “Onwards to 
Valhalla". Each one encapsulates the 
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same experimental, neo-folkish and 
often militaristic tone, set against a 
sweeping thematic framework of 
Norse mythology of world's end 
(Ragnarok) and the heroic afterlife 
(Valhalla). 

Ansund (an Old English word for 
whole or healthy) contribute “The 
Wheel” on Folk Spirit | (2009), 
“Gods and Men" on Folk Spirit II 
(2011) and “Hail Dag and Shine” on 
Folk Spirit III (2012). On a YouTube 
channel owned by ‘greenjackman’ 
who appears to be a member of the 
Odinic Rite, another Ansund song, 
“Sig Tiwaz", runs with a video 
showing the text “Justice for the 
English". Beneath the clip is the 
message “[t]he song "Sig Tiwaz" by 
Ansund reminds the people of 
England that their old gods live on, 
and the English must realise that it's 
time to reclaim our heritage”. 
Further, the song itself contains the 
strident line “The English flame is 
still alight, hearts preparing for the 
fight". The controversial symbol of 
the Black Sun is shown in the video 
and the runes highlighted — Sig and 
Tiwaz — are contentious in 
themselves. Both derive from Guido 
von List's ‘Armanen' version of the 
ancient Nordic language of the 
runes — List himself provided 
inspiration for Hitler and other 
leading Nazis. The Sig rune was used 
as the symbol of the SS while Tiwaz 
and Sig together are the symbol of 
the extreme right think-tank, the 
Thule Seminar. 

Equally, “Shine” taps into the 
common extreme rightist idea that 
many wars have mistakenly pitched 
racial brothers against one another 
(for example, Britain and Germany) 
with the words “I can't understand 
why my kinsmen betray one another 
... wars have been fought where our 
best have set brother on brother". 
Similarly “The Wheel” runs “This 
country is my home, my kinsmen 
stand beside me, | know I'm not 
alone ... my brothers, they will 
never give up their own sacred 
ground.” 

While this taste of these groups 


shows the differences in their 
approach to the idea of a 
nationalistic spirituality, there can be 
no doubting the ways in which each 
contributes to such a notion and, 
when couched within the wider 
milieu of mostly innocuous pagan 
folk, the message seems less 
threatening and thus 

more palatable. This is precisely the 
concern with contributions to 
popular culture of this kind. While 
an hour of loud, oppressive hate- 
rock may have a limited audience (as 
can be found on the NPD's Project 
Schoolyard CDs, for example), this 
CD (and the associated YouTube 
clips, Facebook and Myspace pages) 


FASCISM VIEWED 
FROM THE RIGHT 


can reach a far more varied and 
wide audience, many of whom 
would perhaps not even think of 
themselves as right wing. 


Dr Emily Turner-Graham is an 
independent scholar who has 
written extensively on the extreme 
right in Austria and Germany. Her 
current book is Never forget that 
you are a German: Die Bruecke, 
“Deutschtum” and National 
Socialism in Interwar Australia. It is 
published by Peter Lang Verlag. 


By Gerry Gable 


WHILE SOME OF Searchlight's intelligence team were 
successfully preventing British and European Nazis from 
holding a gig at the Boleyn Tavern in Newham, east 
London, on 16 February, other team members were 
monitoring the grandiosely titled “Defend the Union 
Flat on all British Soil" march and rally in central London 
at 1.00pm. 

Around 120 people turned out for the event organised by 
Paul Pitt, chairman of the South East Alliance and former 
Essex organiser of the English Defence League, and Dave 
Smeeton, organiser of the March for England outfit. The 
usual dregs of society from the EDL, Casuals and Infidels 
were joined by a small loyalist contingent from Northern 
Ireland and supporters of the tiny Britain First group. 

Despite an advance appeal from the organisers for 
no party political banners, there was one Ulster 
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Jim Dowson, anti-abortion extremist and loan shark to the far right, films proceedings 


Fake show of patriotism as the fascists gather 


Volunteer Force flag and three from the Orange Order. 
After hanging around the Lord Moon pub in 
Whitehall, the assorted fascists marched off from 
Whitehall Place, via Whitehall to Parliament, where 
they held a rally. The first two speakers came from 
Britain First and were clearly in charge on the day. One 
was Jim Dowson, Britain First's administration manager 
and former British National Party fundraiser, who 
between 2008 and 2010 uals owned the BNP, until 
he and party leader Nick Griffin fell out spectacularly. 
The second speaker was Paul Golding, national 
chairman of Britain First and a former BNP district 
councillor in Sevenoaks. He was followed by Smeeton 
and Leighton Evans, a former activist in London EDL 
and the Anti-Extremism Alliance, who last year tweeted: 
Kill all taigs!. The whole event was over by 1.45pm. 


Paul Pitt, one of the march organisers (centre) 


Paul Golding, chairman of Britain First (centre) Photos: Daphne Liddle 
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News and analysis 


A review by Leonard Zeskind 


THE CIVIL WAR was the biggest event in the American 
historical imagination. More books have been written 
on the subject than about any other. There have been 
120 movies produced that touch on one aspect of the 
war or another. A huge “re-enactment” subculture 
exists, involving thousands of persons who dress in 
Union blue or Confederate grey uniforms, and gather 
at battle sites to recreate the troop movements and 
experience the soldiery, even if only for that day. 

An estimated 750,000 deaths occurred in the Civil 
War, more than the combined American dead in World 
Wars | and Il, the Korean conflict and Vietnam. 
Approximately four million slaves were freed at the end 
of the war, 13% of the total American population. And 
sharp divisions remain about what caused the war, 
what was the result and even what it should be called. 
In some unreconstructed southern circles it is known as 
either the “War Between the States” or “The War of 
Northern Aggression”. 

Now the movie Lincoln arrives. It is an American 
blockbuster film, without too much of the bluster. 
Another in the long line of Stephen Spielberg-directed 
historical dramas, written by playwright Tony Kushner, 
it is tightly focused on the last months of Lincolns life 
and the passage through Congress of the Thirteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution. 

The American Constitution, written as a regional 
compromise between the North and South in 1787, 
contained major flaws. Most of them flowed from the 
unresolved question of slavery, which it implicitly 
allowed without explicitly mentioning. And as 
Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall wrote, 
“While the Union survived the Civil War, the 
Constitution did not." 

The post-Civil War Reconstruction amendments 
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included the Fifteenth Amendment which gave the 
newly freed men, but not the women, the right to 
vote. (All women, of all colours, would have to wait 
until 1920 and the Nineteenth Amendment for the 
right to vote.) The Fourteenth so reviled today by anti- 
immigrant groups for its birthright citizenship provision, 
also promised the Freedmen equality before the law. 
And the Thirteenth Amendment finished the 
constitutional job that the Emancipation Proclamation 
had started two years before: it ended chattel slavery 
in the United States. 

The film misses the opportunity to present much 
evidence that many slaves had used the war to free 
themselves. The viewer sees black soldiers in uniform 
and needed just a few words in that scene about 
the hundreds of thousands who were running 
away from the plantations, squatting in Washington 
DC's refugee camps, and fighting in uniform and out 
for the Union Army. W.E.B. Dubois called the 
phenomenon the “General Strike”, and the 
withdrawal of labour from the Confederate economy 


President Lincoln delivers the Gettysburg address on 19 November 1863 


helped tipped the war towards the Union. 

Spielberg and Kushner seize every available moment, 
however, to depict the multiplicity of forces and 
tendencies inside the wartime Congress. For this 
viewer, Tommy Lee Jones’ sharp-tongued portrayal of 
Thaddeus Stevens was worth the price of admission. 
Stevens was a long-time abolitionist who was widely 
vilified in the Confederacy, and the subject of much 
abuse in D.W. Griffith's cinematic exultation of the 
Klan, Birth of a Nation. Spielberg completely and 
totally rehabilitates this lion in his winter. 

Among the side effects of this film has been a 
renewed interest in Lincoln's views toward slavery and 
slaves. Lincoln's views on this subject have been used 
and abused from all corners. Neo-Confederates and 
white nationalists often pull early quotes from Lincoln 
to prove that he never believed in racial social or 
political equality. They then use those to quotes as 
propaganda points, as if to say, “See, if Lincoln 
believed this or that back in the 1840 or 1850s, then it 
is okay for us to say something worse today.” There 
are also those who use the same quotes to prove that 
Lincoln was another in a long line of presidential 
fakers, as if to say, see, only with this programme or 
that can racial equality be achieved. And still others 
treat Lincoln as a demi-god, who arrived from on high 
to emancipate the slaves. They too believe him to be a 
person of unchanging views without nuance or 
contradiction. 

The most authoritative account of Lincoln's 
developing views on slaves and slavery, Eric Foner's 
book The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American 
Slavery, places Lincoln as an opponent of slavery from 
the first moments of his public life. He believed slavery 
harmed the economic development of the United 
States, and that slavery reduced the standards by 
which free white persons laboured. At first he simply 
opposed the spread of slavery to new states in the 
west. He later acknowledged that slavery also harmed 
what he termed the natural rights of the slaves. He did 
not at that time, however, envision the United States 
as an ultimately multiracial society of social, economic 
and political equals. He was one of the many Whigs 
and Whigs turned Republicans who believed that the 


emancipated slaves 
should be “colonized” 
either in Africa or South 
America. 

In the decades prior to 
the Civil War opponents 
of slavery differed on 
almost every question of 
substance. Whether 
emancipation would 
occur first nationally, 
meaning in Washington 
DC, and then state by 
state. Whether slave 
owners would be 
compensated for their 


Thaddeus Stevens, abolitionist, whose 
tombstone is inscribed: “I repose in this 
quiet and secluded spot, not from any 
natural preference for solitude; but 
finding other cemeteries limited as to 

A fe race, by charter rules, | have chosen this 
lost property”. Whether _ that might illustrate in my death the 


principles which | advocated through a 
those that were freed long life, equality of man before the 


would stay in the country Creator” 

of their birth as equals, or 

be induced to move. And the few radicals proposed 
complete uncompensated emancipation now and then 
integration into society as complete equals. A few, like 
John Brown, took up arms early, convinced that the 
slaves could not be redeemed but with blood. Old 
Brown proved more correct that most would give him 
credit. 

Part of Abraham Lincoln's greatness was his ability to 
change over time and with circumstance. By the time 
of his famed debates with Stephen Douglas in 1858, 
Lincoln had begun a process of moving closer to the 
abolitionist position. Frederick Douglass, who had 
escaped slavery to become a guiding light for 
abolitionists, met with Lincoln in 1864 and concluded 
that the President was “entire[ly] free[dom] from 
popular prejudice against the colored race”. 

There are not many white people for whom those 
words could be uttered today. 

This reviewer applauds the film for discussing these 
most crucial moments in American life, for giving life to 
Lincoln beyond the grave, and for daring to tread 
where few have successfully gone before. See the 
movie; indeed, see it multiple times in order to fully 
grasp its many moments of glory. 
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News and analysis 


Fascism permeates the 
body politic By Alfio Bernabei 


FASCISTS HERE, FASCISTS THERE, candidates at elections self- up to nine million viewers (Berlusconi 
fascists everywhere. This isn't the confessed fascists and accept is the only politician in Italy who can 
slogan of any particular party at this support from openly fascist parties? glue to the screen that many). He 
month's general election. It stands (3) Why did you give a platform and —_—might have laughed the questions 
as a reminder that the fascist allow a role as President of the off, of course, but that in itself would 
component, directly or indirectly, Parliamentary Commission on have provided some educational 
either inside or at its margins by Children to Mussolini's experience. 
way of coalitions, is likely to be granddaughter who displays In Berlusconi's coalition, by the 
present in the government photographs of the dictator inside way, room has been found for La 
regardless of who wins at the polls. Parliament? (4) Do you still think Destra (The Right), the openly fascist 
The surge of historical revisionism that antifascists put under house party led by Francesco Storace. 
of the past twenty years that has arrest by Mussolini were having a Among La Destra's candidates is 
wormed its way so effectively into good holiday? Mario Vattani. He was the subject of 
the body politic and the culture of Simple questions that could have an article in Searchlight when he was 
the country as a whole has elicited interesting replies in front of revealed as a public figure in fascist 


popularised the “acceptable” face of 
neofascism and racism to such an 
extent that no party has remained 
immune to it. The signs are that the 
trend will continue to flourish 
unimpeded under the new 
government. 

Interviewed innumerable times on 
television, Silvio Berlusconi, who 
represents his People of Freedom 
Party coalition (PDL), has been asked 
insistently about his trials, his links 
with the Mafia and his bunga-bunga 
parties. But no one has bothered to 
grill him with questions related to 
fascism or racism. He hasn't been 
asked, for instance, (1) Why did you 
ally yourself in three legislatures with 
the racists of the Northern League 
and the neofascists of Gianfranco : 
Fini? (2) Why did you include as Silvio Berlusconi: unasked questions 
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Reinvented fascist Gianfranco Fini 


circles while employed by the 
Foreign Ministry as Consul in Osaka. 

As for Mario Monti, who took over 
from Berlusconi in 2011 to form a 
technocratic government in an 
attempt to stave off Italy's potential 
bankruptcy and is running at the 
current election with his own 
coalition, no one appears worried 
that he has chosen as one of his key 
allies the same Gianfranco Fini who 
was a fascist for 27 years of his life. 
And what to make of the fact that 
Monti's coalition has found its moral 
supporter in the Roman Catholic 
Church enmeshed in financial and 
sexual scandals? Isn't this the 
religious organisation that 
established such a comfortable 
alliance with Mussolini and helped so 
many Nazis to get away scot free 
through the rat line at the Vatican? Is 
it fair to say that Monti should be 
judged at least in part by the 
company he keeps? 

Turning to the main left wing 


party, Partito Democratico (PD), it 
could be worth asking its current 
leader, Pier Luigi Bersani, to explain 
why he has so signally failed to play 
a major role in the anti-Nazi and 
antifascist movement, for example 
through ANPI, the partisans’ 
association. Or why he has done 
nothing to prevent the naming of 
streets or the building of 
mausoleums to honour Nazi-fascist 
figures, such as Rodolfo Graziani, 
again the subject of a Searchlight 
article. Wouldn't it be fair to ask him 
why he allows a member of his own 
party, Giorgio Frassineti, who is 
mayor in Italy's capital of fascism, 
Predappio, to keep open several 
shops selling Nazi-fascist 
propaganda in the middle of town in 
full view of schoolchildren? 
Moreover, given the possibility that 
the PD may have to form a 
governing alliance with Monti's 
party, is Bersani prepared to work 
hand in hand with Fini, the ex- 


secretary of the Fascist party MSI? 

For the Italians of the younger 
generation who have been seduced 
by the anti-establishment rhetoric of 
direct democracy through the 
internet and have fallen for the 
Movimento Cinque Stelle (Five Stars 
Movement) led by the comedian 
Beppe Grillo, the embrace of fascism 
has come via the acceptance of 
CasaPound as a friendly partner. 
“We have similar ideas” he told a 
representative of CasaPound that 
has among its members Holocaust 
negationists. “There are no objective 
problems to deny a place to the 
‘fascists of the third millennium’ in 
Parliament." 

After this look at the main parties, 
which stand to win anything 
between 12% and 40% of the vote, 
either as single parties or in 
coalitions, it becomes clear why it is 
not worth bothering much with the 
fascist traditionalists of Forza Nuova 
or Fiamma Tricolore, which will have 
to content themselves with 0.5 to 
1% of the national vote, including 
CasaPound, though in their case one 
has to take into consideration other 
factors besides elections, such as 
their “paramilitary wings” capable of 
violent attacks or their ability to 
bludgeon their way inside students’ 
unions. 

Sadly, on the whole, fascism will be 
better served by those in power who 
once in government will be in 
control of ministries, including 
education, and in a position to 
further facilitate historical 
revisionism, either through inertia, by 
failing to uphold antifascist values, or 
by openly propagandising fascism in 
the continuing revisionist process. 


February-March 2013 | Searchlight | 34 


Natasha Yudina of the Sova Centre reviews incidents of xenophobia and radical nationalism for 


January 2013. 


A KYRGYZ AND AN UZBEK NATIONAL were killed in 
Moscow and 11 others were injured in racist and neo- 
Nazi attacks in January. Most were LGBT people 
targeted in Moscow and Voronezh. 

We recorded at least three acts of vandalism that can 
be regarded as motivated by hatred or neo-Nazi 
ideology. On the night of Christmas (7 January in 
Russia) three Orthodox churches in Vladimir were 
vandalised. 

A rally took place on 26 January in support of 
residents of Nevinnomyssk, a town that saw large 
demonstrations in December over the murder of local 
resident Nikolai Naumenko by a Chechen earlier that 
month. Many of the demonstrators were members of 
Valery Solovey's New Power movement and held signs 
reading, “Stavropol is not the Caucasus” and “Stop 
Killing Russians”. 

Although there were no convictions in January for 
hate-motivated violence or vandalism, four people 
were sentenced for xenophobic propaganda — in the 
Kaluga, Rostov, Samara and Sverdlovsk regions. Petr 
Molodidov, who is already serving a 17-year sentence 
for multiple murders, was sentenced to two years’ 
imprisonment for writing a xenophobic article 
published in Cossack View last December. Of the other 
three, two were sentenced to hard labour and one to 
compulsory labour under Article 282 of the Criminal 
Code. 

Konstantin Krylov, leader of the National Democratic 
Party of Russia, was sentenced to 120 hours of 
compulsory labour on 28 January. Although Krylov's 
demonstration speech, for which he was convicted, 
does formally fall within Article 282, as it did not pose 
an increased danger to society, we consider it should 
not have been the subject of criminal prosecution. 
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The Federal List of Extremist Materials was updated 
four times with the addition of paragraphs 1590-1656. 
The updates include video and text materials posted to 
the Russian social network Vkontakte.com; anti- 
Caucasian comments published on a Novosibirsk 
municipal website; an anti-Caucasian leaflet; songs 
by the groups Shtandart, Vlok and Luten; and 
another book from the neopagan Dobroslava 
movement. 

Also included were antisemitic and xenophobic 
publications, including Dawn and Dusk of the Aryan 
Gods: Racial Religion by the veteran Russian 
nationalist A Ivanov and the article The Catechism of 
the Jews in the USSR (which had previously been 
included in the list); a collection of quotations from 
Hitler; a memoir by the Third Reich ideologue Alfred 
Rosenberg; and works by the Norwegian black metal 
artist Varg Vikernes, also known as Burzum. 

Anti-government videos posted to YouTube were 
also added to the list, along with Muslim religious 
texts, the Islamic website ansardin.wordpress.com and 
materials from the blog alstrangers.livejournal.com, 
several volumes of the Islamist magazine Al-Vay and 
more Said Nursi books. 

The month's most notable event was the annual 
national action in memory of the human rights lawyer 
Stanislav Markelov and the journalist Anastasia 
Baburova, which was held on 19 January in 15 cities 
across Russia. The two were murdered by far-right 
activists on 19 January 2009. In Moscow, an antifascist 
march and rally gathered about 700 people. In St 
Petersburg a picket was held, as city authorities would 
not allow a rally. Antifascist demonstrators clashed with 
ultra-right activists before the picket at Vitebsky 
Station. 
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Home news cc 


EDL fail to turn out in Cambridge 


THE ENGLISH DEFENCE League decided in their 
stupidity to return to Cambridge to face the music 
again after their first disastrous foray their in July 2011. 

The just under 40 who turned up for their rally at 
Christ's Pieces on 23 February found themselves facing 
500 to 600 antifascists and 400 police. EDL members 
were heckled by passers-by and began to fight among 
themselves as their stewards tried to eject a man who 
had a “banned” Nazi banner. 


All photos: Daphne Liddle 


Speaker from the TUC South East Region 


Over 500 antifascists protested against the EDL's presence 
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The event gave our photographers a great 
opportunity to photograph some of their regular 
criminal thugs and to highlight the breadth of the 
opposition. In due course we will post more photos 
of the day on our website, but for now, enjoy. The 
police reported a handful arrests of fascists, some for 
urinating in the street. 

The gluttons for punishment have promised to be 
back “in bigger numbers”. 
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East of England MEP Richard Howitt (above UN on the banner) and Julian Huppert, 
MP for Cambridge (to his right) supporting Cambridge's diversity 
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The massed ranks of the EDL 
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